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 Greetings, friends, in the name of Christ the Lord!   

      Some of you already knew this, but growing up I was a basketball junkie.  I followed fanatically the   
 Chicago Bulls, spent hours shooting hoops in our driveway, played pickup games at a nearby play
 ground,  and was on my high school’s team from 8th grade until I graduated.   

     Now, let me be clear: I loved basketball; I wasn’t great at it.  I was decent, but no all-star.  Even so, I 
did have some skills.  But I only had them because I was willing to learn and practice the fundamen-
tals.  I wanted to improve.  I wanted to be better.  So that’s what I pushed myself toward. 
 

     Perhaps for you it was a different sport.  Maybe it was a musical instrument.  Maybe it was drawing or painting.  Maybe it was 
cross-stitch, cooking, or crafting.  Or maybe it was something else entirely.  But I’d guess that, at some point, most of us have   
practiced something because we wanted to get better at it.  Our aim was to improve. 
 
     Why should it be any different for the church?  Indeed, it isn’t.  As with anything else, if we desire to do well and even to excel 
we must push ourselves—stretch ourselves—to be and to offer the very best we’re able.  Setting the bar low nearly guarantees easy 
clearance, but what’s really been accomplished?  Aiming for mediocrity tends to yield mediocrity.  But is mediocrity what we’re 
called to?  Shouldn’t we give our utmost for God? 

     Our hospitality’s good.  What can we do to make it warmer?  Our worship’s good.  What can we do to make it outstanding?  Our 
discipling’s good.  What can we do to make it deeper?  Our outreach and service are good.  What can we do to make their impact 
greater?  Our generosity’s good.  What can we do to make it extend farther?  We do well—even very well.  But why stop at 
well?  How can we serve God with excellence? 

May we continually pray, discern, and work together that we might give our best for God’s glory! 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Jason 

Rev. Jason W. Jones 
Senior Pastor 
jjones@bartlettumc.org 

Joys and Concerns 

Operating Budget    Weekly Need: $27,643.00  Building Fund    Weekly Need: $5,623.00 

March 28-$13,500.00 April 11-$21,693.00                         March 28-$1,400.00   April 11-$3,691.00 

March 31-$7,713.00 April 18-$20,315.00                         March 31-$2,135.00     April 18-$5,048.00 

April 4-$21,336.00                    April 4-$4,881.00   

Easter offering: $11,523.00  

Sympathy is expressed to Jon Woodhams upon the death of his mother; to Judy Sides upon the death of her mother; to Danielle 

Gregory upon the death of her grandmother; to David Horne upon the death of his mother, Evelyn Mae Horne; to Chris Owings 

upon the death of his aunt, Debbie Simpson; to Adrian Reynolds upon the death of his daughter, Winter Reynolds.  

Our Gifts 



 

 

Wow! Can you believe it – 

Spring has Sprung and so many 

great things are and have been 

happening with the youth!  Our 

Seniors will be graduating and we are SOOO EXTREMELY Proud of them- they are        

AMAZING!  We had our Holy Week breakfasts and our Seniors got to ring the cowbell! 

HA!   We sang and worshipped together on Easter morning!  We danced and had a little fun with 

our MASHUP Coffeehouse that Joyful Noise performed – and what an amazing 30 Hour famine we had!  With all of this and our 

youth active in Sunday School, Worship, Bible Study and UMYF – MY HEART IS FULL! 

Just wanted to share with you something pretty amazing about our youth.  THEY KNOW THEIR WHY!  Our youth have shown 

such a leadership skill by continuing to be in ministry – their ministry – the traditions and the events that make it so special.   I’ll 

give you an example – 30 Hour famine!  Our youth said in the midst of pandemic and protocol – “what are we going to do about 

Famine???? -we have to figure it out – who is going to help the children?”  WOW! That’s knowing your why isn’t it?!  Sure, we 

have a BLAST hanging out together in an event we have been doing for 20 years…but that isn’t the WHY!  It’s about serving 

God.  So they figured it out – yes – they just figured it out…we could still sleep in boxes – 6ft away but still have the experience…

we would wear masks and social distance…but we could do this – because the HOW is easy if your WHY is important to you.  The 

youth’s WHY was to help their brothers and sisters in Christ across the globe...to help those in their own community…to feel and 

be present in the midst of hunger…to fellowship and grow in their faith with their friends…to be the disciple Christ called them to 

be.   Knowing your WHY – especially after Christ’s commission found in Mark 16:15 to “go into all the world and preach the gos-

pel to every creature. go into all the world and spread His love.” – makes the HOW soooo easily doable!   And here is the kicker – 

the youth were diligent about their donations and in the end were blessed to find out that their funds were multiplied 7 times by 

World Vision.  The $7,720.00  that our AMAZING YOUTH raised is now a $54,040.00!   You can’t tell me God didn’t have His 

hand in that to show our youth that if we let everything that seems to be a roadblock to our faith go and really get down to serving 

Him – He will bless you over and over again!  He has blessed me with our amazing youth…in a time that seems to be trying and 

setting rules –it became an amazing time that God shows us His presence…that He is bigger than all of the “stuff” –if we simply 

just focus on HIM! Blessed beyond measure by our youth and their perseverance in a time where we sometimes get bogged down in 

the what we can’t do but be an example of how with God – what we CAN do for His kingdom! Their why is not ME but 

HIM!  Maybe it takes a little more patience…a little more planning…a little more presence…but isn’t that what God wants us 

to do with our faith – see clearer that all things are possible if we let go and let God!  

So if you need a little boost in your faith – check out our youth – follow their example….I AM!  So blessed that I get to be a part of 

their journey and that they are DEFINITELY the examples to follow in my own faith! 

Have a blessed day!  Find out your WHY! –make it bigger than YOU –great things can happen if God is in the mix of it! 

In Christ, 

Lynn Thompson 

 

 

 

Lynn Thompson 

Director of Youth Ministries 

lthompson@bartlettumc.org 



 

 

  Happy May Friends!! I am so very excited to be writing this newsletter article, as I have a few 

  super fun things planned for our youngest disciples over the next few months. 

On Sunday May 16th there will be a Prayer Pal adoption held for the children of the church! 

Prayer Pals are designed to help our children spend time each day, during the summer, reading 

the bible and growing in prayer. May 16th, throughout the morning, there will be a space set up 

for children to come and select their “Pal” and collect their prayer journal. Included in the pray-

er journal will be weekly scripture, space to draw/write what they learn and a place to check off nightly prayer. At the end of the 

summer there will be some sort of “celebration” for our children and their pals! An email outlining the details and fine points for the 

adoption will be sent out as the event gets closer. 

After much prayer and protocol review, I am ECSTATIC to announce we will be having a 4-day Mission Camp June 14th – 17th 

from 6-8pm. The Mission Camp will replace our traditional Vacation Bible School for this year. The Mission Camp will be 4     

evenings of activities designed to show children that you can be the hands and feet of Christ at any age. Each evening will spotlight 

a different theme, where the children will learn about a new organization, how what they do relates to the 

Bible and what we are called to do, provide opportunity for practical application of mission, and, of 

course, have some time for singing, playing and snacking! As with Vacation Bible School, this event will 

NOT be possible without LOTS of volunteers. We will need help in both preschool and elementary age 

groups with the following: group leaders, bible storytellers, music leaders, recreation leaders, snack pre-

parers, mission helpers and YOUTH volunteers! Please let me know at your earliest opportunity if you will 

be available to assist in any capacity for this incredible chance to “Do Good”.  If you are unable to partici-

pate in person, but would like to support the efforts of this ministry, I have created an Amazon Wish List of supplies that will be 

needed to complete some of the mission activities. You can find the Wish List under the “Connect” Tab on the BUMC website 

(bartlettumc.org/connect). 

I am pleased to announce that we have signed a contract to continue our Partnership with Dayshore this summer! In the summers of 

2018 and 2019 we had a BLAST having Dayshore on campus and we can’t wait to have them back – July 12-16, 2021! Registration 

is open for those who have completed Kindergarten through those who have completed 6th grade in the 2020-2021 school year. 

Camp will run from 8am – 5:30pm, with a cost of $100, lunch and 2 snacks included. Registration links can be found under the 

“Connect” Tab on the BUMC website (bartlettumc.org/connect). 

Finally, as we approach the end of one school year, it means we turn our anticipation toward the next (well, some of us! ). It is my 

hope and expectation that as we begin the 2021-2022 school year, we will be back to offering Children’s Sunday School in it’s pre-

pandemic breakdowns, Preschool, Kindergarten, 1-2nd grade, 3-4th grade (Bible year), 5th grade, and the Confirmation (open to 6th 

and 7th graders). I am looking for interested adults who want to volunteer their time to assist with the education of our youngest 

disciples! The goal is to have 4 adults per age group so that rotations can be established and adult Sunday School classes can be at-

tended on a semi-regular basis. If you have any interest in participating in this vital program ministry, please let me know! 

I hope that the listed activities have you excited and anticipating summer! If you are willing to help or give of time/resources, please 

let me know. I look forward to serving with you in this ministry events! 

In Christ, 

Shari 

  
Shari Russenberger 
Director of Children’s Ministries 

srussenberger@bartlettumc.org 

Our Kid’s Day Out programs is in need of substitute teachers and teachers for 

our summer program.  The summer program meets on Mondays and Thursdays 

from 9am-2:30pm and will be from June 7 until July 15. If you or someone you 

know would be interested in working at our KDO please come by the KDO office to 

pick up an application or contact Cheryl Phillips at 388-1698 or 

KDO@bartlettumc.org.  



 

 

           Many of you may not know that I have been living with MS since late 2007.  The diagnosis            

           second opinion came February 20, 2008, and I began a medication that suppresses my immune 

system in April 2008.  Because of the MS, life in a pandemic has at times been very difficult.   

To be completely honest, the mask debate has become a really sore subject for me.  In the past few 

months, I have received pressure to ignore the masks, being told that I am living in fear, or that 

they don’t help, that our days are numbered and when your time is up, it’s up.  I have felt pressure 

to not follow protocols in place for my safety, which then made me question and feel that I had to defend the value of my own life to 

people that I love.  It made me feel that somehow my life was just expendable to them.  My hope in sharing this with you  is to hope-

fully inspire us all to think of things from another point of view.   

There is a modern day parable on the internet about a drowning man that has helped me think about Covid and masks in a different 

way.  The story goes that the man is on his roof and the water continues to rise.  A man in a rowboat comes by, then a man in a    

motorboat comes by, then a helicopter, all offering him a way to safety.  He turns them all down saying that he had prayed to God, 

and he was waiting on God to save him. Ultimately, the man drowns.  When he gets to heaven, he asks God why He didn’t save him.  

God then tells him that he sent him a rowboat, a motorboat, and a helicopter.   

This story reminded me that God has given us scientists who have recommended wearing masks, social distancing, and vaccines to 

help us navigate this difficult time.  While it may be inconvenient drudgery most of the time, it has been necessary for my health and 

safety.  The thing with any advice or recommendation is that we have to decide to accept it.   

Somehow, I began receiving a religious blog that comes to my email daily.  Writers from different denominations submit articles 

about all kinds of issues.  Several have really challenged my thinking, or given ideas for ministry.  One article in particular really 

made me think about Covid and the masks.  The author suggested that knowing how Covid spreads (even if it is asymptomatic), and 

knowing the protocols we have been given, specifically wearing the masks,  that if I choose to ignore the masks and other guidelines, 

and someone gets sick and dies because of contact with me, am I then responsible for that person’s death?  That thought process em-

phasized to me that I have to think more about the safety and wellbeing of others. The mask doesn’t just protect me.  It mostly pro-

tects others from me, just in case I am sick and don’t know it.   

We don’t always know of other people’s struggles.  In just about a minute, I was able to think of at least 8 people in the BUMC con-

gregation, who are also immunocompromised.  I know there are more.  I keep trying to remember Wesley’s words to “do no harm.”  

Wearing the mask in the whole grand scheme of things seems like such a small, easy request, but one that seems to make the biggest 

difference in helping to keep people safe. At least that is what I believe from the information I have read.   

Being immunocompromised, I am so very thankful to BUMC and our Covid protocols. I don’t have the luxury of just going home 

and staying there.  I have to be able to work.  Because of the protocols in place here, I have been able to continue working and wor-

shiping in a safe environment.  

I have to believe that the pandemic is temporary, and with the vaccines, we are so close to being able to get back to some sense of 

normal.  If we can all just endure a while longer, we will be ok.  We just have to do it together – masked and from 6 feet apart.   

Much love to you all!  It’s been so great to hear you sing in worship! 

 

 
Karen Strawhecker 
Assoc. Dir. of Music Ministries 
karens@bartlettumc.org 

In case you missed it, check out the BUMC 150th Anniversary Organ Recital by Karen Strawhecker on our 

Facebook and YouTube Channel posted on March 23rd. Enjoy pieces by Bach, Guilmant, Elgar, Widor, and 

others. These pieces were chosen to highlight events special to our congregation throughout the years.  



 

 

Jon Steadman 
Director of Music Ministries 
jsteadman@bartlettumc.org 

JT Forrester 
Director of Recreation 
jtforrester@bartlettumc.org 

901 Tour 

The Crossroads Youth Choir will be taking their local 901 tour this coming 

June. We will be visiting many sites that make Memphis the cultural epicenter 

of the tristate area. And throughout the tour we will be spreading the gospel 

through song and message! The tour starts on June 4th and culminates with a 

concert in worship on Sunday, June 6th! If your 6th-12th grader would like to 

participate in this event, please contact Jon Steadman 

(jsteadman@bartlettumc.org) for more details.  

Celebration Ringers Spring Concert  

The Celebration Ringers Bell Choir will be giving their annual Spring Concert in the Bartlett UMC sanctuary on May 16th @ 2pm. 

The concert will feature thematic worship material (both scripture and music) from the various holy days/events throughout our 

Spring liturgical calendar. You are free to sit wherever you like, but we ask that as you come prepared to worship the Risen Savior 

through word and music, you please wear a mask.  

Join me in the LEC on Saturday, May 8th from 6-8pm for Game 

Night! Bring your favorite board game or choose from an assort-

ment of provided games.  Half of the gym will be available for  

children that would rather free play and run around. Please        

remember to bring your mask and stay socially distanced.  Popcorn 

and drinks will be provided.  This will be a fun night to relax, play 

games, and fellowship! 



 

 

          
 First of all I want to thank you for your very generous donations to this year’s Easter offering.  Not                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
 only were we able to hit our $2000 target for Project Transformation, but we were able to lend 
 financial  support to 2 very important outreach ministries of BUMC—our Preschool and KDO.  
 Both programs will receive in excess of $4000 thanks to your incredible generosity. 
 

Six months ago I gave a newsletter update on the financial state of the church amidst the COVID                                
pandemic.  At the time, we were holding our own—giving had decreased but spending had decreased 
as well.  Giving patterns had become less predictable as many had to switch their method of giving 
from putting money in the plate every Sunday morning to either mailing in payments or setting up 
online giving.  And, of course, understandably, many have had to change their giving as their job situa-
tions have changed.  It’s all been very up and down. 

 
We were blessed to receive a Payroll Protection Plan loan from the Small Business Administration that enabled us to continue 
paying our church, Preschool, and KDO staff as well as other essential expenses early on during the pandemic.  We were 
blessed even further when that loan was fully forgiven last month.    
 
As of this writing, we have just returned to offering 2 in-person Sunday worship opportunities.  Most of our Sunday school 
classes have resumed their Sunday morning meetings.  Children’s Church has resumed as have many, if not all, activities for 
children, youth, and music.  The Fun Club, United Methodist Men and United Methodist Women are meeting.  Outreach con-
tinues to serve the community through the Food Pantry as well as the many other programs that it helps to support.  Things 
might look a little different, but slowly, surely, we are returning to a bit of pre-pandemic normalcy. 
 
This return to normalcy comes with tremendous benefit—it does come with cost as well.  I encourage you to make a habit of 
checking out the section of the newsletter where Weekly Offering is recorded.  There you’ll see there aren’t too many weeks 
that we actually meet our weekly need to support the Operating and Building budgets.  This hasn’t been as big of a problem 
over the past 10 months since so many of our programs (and the expenses associated with them) had to be suspended, but as 
we pick up steam and really get back into the swing of things, my hope is that every week we’ll get closer and closer to our 
weekly need being met—this is how we ensure that the vital programs and ministries of BUMC not only continue, but grow as 
well. 
 
I can never say enough how grateful I am to be working with and for people I love in a place that I love.  Thanks, as always, 
for your continued support. 
 
God bless, 
Rachel 

Rachel Hasty 
Senior Accountant 
rhasty@bartlettumc.org 

Saturday, May 8 at 8:00am in                          

Cook Fellowship Hall 

Can you smell the bacon? The Men’s Prayer group is 

back!  Join us for a light breakfast, fellowship, and    

devotion. Please call the church office to reserve your 

spot. All men are invited!  Bring a friend! 

If you visit BUMC on a weekday, you may notice a 

couple of new faces working around church.  We want 

to welcome Ayde and Matt to our cleaning staff. We 

are happy to have them join our team! 



 

 

Come and join our new walking group! We meet Monday-Thursday 

from 4:30-5:30pm at the LEC. Don’t forget to bring your mask and 

water!  Email Jon Woodhams at woodhamsco@yahoo.com for more         

information. 

        

Fun Club Meeting 

Tuesday, May 18 

10am, Sanctuary 

Speaker will be meteorologist, Jim Jaggers. If you are 50+, join 

us on May 18! 

 
Perry Martini 
Director of Outreach Ministries 
pmartini@bartlettumc.org 

May 13 & 27  Room in the Inn  (tentative) 

May 29           Holy Chow! 

Volunteers needed!                                    
Contact Perry if you can help! 

Room in the Inn 

Construction delays have pushed back the start of RITI. We are scheduled to begin on Thursday, April 29th, but that date may not 

hold. When we do start a regular schedule, it will be the second(2nd) and fourth(4th) Thursday of each month beginning in May. 

It will take place at 409 Ayres near St. Jude. Look for more details in a separate email. 

Holy Chow! 

First, I would like to thank all the volunteers that have participated in the first 2 months. A special thank you goes to Marcia Kerl 

for handling the duties while I was in Florida. We have delivered as many as 140 meals in a day. We will continue to grow our 

church member list and welcome any suggestions on those who may need our assistance or just one meal one time. This is not just 

for people who cannot get out. This is an attempt to stay in contact with those we do not see as often for various reasons including 

health and pandemic. It is as much about staying in communication with church members as it is the food. We are adding Salva-

tion Army Rehab Center to our delivery and will still serve the Jackson Avenue area. We will continue to operate on the last Sat-

urday of each month at 11am. If anyone would like to help Morris and his crew prepare meals on those mornings just let me 

know.  

Project Transformation 

We have signed up for PT the week of June 28-July1 for Scenic Hills. This will be a virtual session each day, Monday through 

Thursday using Microsoft Teams and Book Nook. We will still need several volunteers. Look for more details in upcoming emails 

and the June newsletter. There will also be other opportunities to volunteer in person and help with family fun nights.  

Welcome Hope House! 

BUMC Outreach has a new partner. Since we are often the recipient of more items than we need in the food pantry, we are now 

sharing excess supplies with Hope House, located on Idlewild Street. Hope House provides help to HIV affected individuals and 

also provides daycare and preschool services to the community. We are excited to work with Director of Early Childhood Services 

(and former BUMC youth), Lauren (Pesce) Borodkin.  
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  Registration for the 2021-2022 school year is available!!  

Enrollment packets are available now in the pre-school office. If you are interested in having your child attend Bartlett 

United Methodist Pre-School next year, please turn in your registration paperwork and payment soon. Some  programs 

will fill up quickly so register early!  

 Entrance Requirements: 

 Child must be of age by August 15 for class placement. 

 A child must be completely toilet trained by the first day of school. If not, written 

 notification to the director must be on file for fee reimbursement. 

 Immunization records must be received by the pre-school office no later than August 1. 

  

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Jennifer Steadman in the pre-school office at 386-4651 or         

by email at preschool@bartlettumc.org. 

Chancel Flower Openings: 

May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

If you would like to place flowers in celebration of 

someone, as an honorarium or a memorial, please 

call Helen at the church office (386-4563). 


