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   Greetings, friends, in the name of our ever-moving Lord! 

   At the outset of this year, I shared with you the concept of Seeing 20/20.  Based on John 

   20.20, which reads, “Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord”—a joy emanating 

   from observing his  triumph over even death—the idea was that we approach this year with 

eyes and hearts that are open to see Jesus in our world: where he is, who he’s with, and what 

he’s doing today that’s bringing life and wholeness. 

No one could’ve imagined in January that this year would unfold as it thus far has.  None of 

us foresaw the perils of pandemic and social unrest through which we’ve been trudging.  I don’t have words to ade-

quately describe the tolls that have been taken, the damage that’s been done, or the suffering that’s been endured.  But 

that’s all the more reason we need to approach, with intentionality, noticing the presence and movement of our Lord.  

That’s all the more reason we need to seek out, to celebrate, and to join ourselves to the redeeming work of God in 

Christ.   

With more than half of this year now behind us, where have you seen 20/20?  Where have you been aware of Jesus’ 

presence and goodness?   

I’ve seen Jesus in the depth of care extended by our congregation, in a variety of 

ways, toward those who have been sick or lost loved ones.  I’ve seen Jesus in the 

above-and-beyond efforts of our worship team to create meaningful experiences eve-

ry single week—even while worshiping apart.  I’ve seen Jesus in handmade “music 

boxes” crafted by Pody Willis to bring reminders of grace to persons who are griev-

ing or who have been especially isolated lately.  I’ve seen Jesus in the scout troop 

from a sister church, whose food drive replenished our pantry that we might continue 

nourishing hungry neighbors.  I truly don’t have space to name all the ways that 

Christ has been made visible to me. 

My prayer is that our Lord has been and will continue to be just as visible to you, that 

you—as those disciples who encountered him in the upper room—might rejoice, and 

that you might be filled with hope and courage and a sense of purpose as you journey with and serve alongside him. 

Peace, 

Pastor Jason 

Rev. Jason W. Jones 
Senior Pastor 
jjones@bartlettumc.org 

BUMC showed its appreciation for those who serve and protect with a delivery of 

breakfast (from Momas),  dinner (from Milanos), and a variety of snacks. The   

following is from a letter sent to BUMC from Chief of Police, Jeff Cox: 

“On behalf of the men and women of the Bartlett Police Department, thank you for 

the delicious meals, waters, goodies and words of encouragement you all brought 

to the police department. They were well received and enjoyed by all. 

Your group’s prayers, generosity, kindness and continued support of our depart-

ment is so appreciated, now, more than ever. It is a reminder that there are people 

who recognize the risks and sacrifices our officers make, and value our efforts. 

We are so grateful for our church community and all they do to reach out to our 

citizens and police officers. Please share our gratitude with all those involved.”  



 

 

             In July, the John Light Food Pantry at BUMC was blessed to be the beneficiary of the 

Eagle project of John Walker, BSA troop 459 out of Ellendale UMC.  John’s food drive 

consisted of two days of 10am-5pm drop-offs. It was held in the front lot off Stage Road. 

It was a well-developed plan that involved notifications to the public and both congrega-

tions. We thank John, Troop 459 and the folks at Ellendale UMC for their attention to our 

ministry.  

 
 

 
Perry Martini 
Director of Outreach Ministries 
pmartini@bartlettumc.org 

 
Karen Strawhecker 
Assoc. Dir. of Music Ministries 
karens@bartlettumc.org 

    Something for ALL Ages…Singing, Ringing, and Listening 

    Singing together in this continued crazy time is not considered safe at this time.  I 

    found a curriculum for Children’s Music that should allow us to make music  

    “together” from our own homes.  It is supposed to be adaptable for in person or online 

     usage.  We may have to meet by Zoom meetings or something similar, but there will 

be something for the children.  I am excited that there is such a curriculum, and will have to learn how to implement it.  

My old brain is learning new things! I will keep you informed about start dates and how we will proceed.  Please let me 

know if you are interested, so that I don’t leave anyone out. 

Ringing for ALL AGES beginning with 2nd grade, may be very possible!  The Handbell Industry Council has com-

piled guidelines for safe, socially distanced handbell rehearsals and performances.  Even if you have never played 

handbells before, this could be a great time to start.  Times and group sizes may have to be adjusted to accommodate 

the safety measures.  Please contact me if you are interested.  Also, please remember, that all of this could change    

depending on when we are able to return to the building. I am also still looking for virtual handbell information, in case 

we have to meet virtually.   

Listening to and hopefully singing along with the mini Weekly Hymn Sings will begin soon.  Last month I asked for 

hymn favorites from the congregation.  It’s not too late to send me your hymns, or volunteer to sing solos, as I expect 

this to go on for a while.  We have had a few responses for singing, and a few requests for favorites.  The singers are 

practicing and recording will begin soon.  I will let you all know when each one goes online.  We will be following 

building safety protocols, for rehearsals and recordings. 

Please let me know if you have any questions, and send in your hymns and your interest in Children’s Music or Hand-

bells.  My contact information is karens@bartlettumc.org or 901-734-5714.  I miss you all and can’t wait until we can 

actually meet face to face! 



 

 

 
 
 
Lynn Thompson 
Director of Youth Ministries 
lthompson@bartlettumc.org 

Joys and Concerns 

Our Gifts 

Operating Budget    Weekly Need: $27,387.00 

June 28-$19,496.50  July 12-$13,332.50 

June 30-$14,096.50  July 19-$18,296.00 

July 5-$27,351.00   July 26-$20,925.50

   

Building Fund           Weekly Need: $5,623.00 

June 28-$3,211.50  July 12-$2,096.50 

June 30-$1,181.50  July 19-$4,292.00 

July 5-$4,745.00   July 26-$5,126.50 

    Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and           

    supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And  

    the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

    minds in Christ Jesus.” 

 

Wow! This verse is what I need to fold into my heart right now! Maybe it will be helpful to you as well. So many things 

are different as we start up another year - especially with school and youth. Where as we want to keep everything the 

same- same traditions, same events and same fellowship - you know the “normal”- here we are in this uncharted, uncer-

tain “new norm” of life. I will be honest - I am not a fan! I want things to go back to the way they are supposed to be - 

but that is something that will take time. I’m an extrovert -that is no surprise to you. I also like to be in the thick of 

things. So I find myself sad, mad, frustrated and helpless as a youth director of the most amazing youth ever not wanting 

to let anyone down. 

So I have to think about what I would tell you and then practice what I preach. It is that 

God has His hands in all of this and He is stirring us in a way where we have to see things 

in a different perspective. I know He has not and will never leave us when we feel this 

way. And just because we are trying to do His works...maybe He just needs us to really 

understand why we gather fellowship and worship with each other. I remember someone 

telling me one time “Lynn sometimes you just got to remember to keep the main thing the 

main thing.” So I got to thinking about John 16:33 “I have told you these things, so that in 

me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have over-

come the world.” I need to find peace IN HIM. I think I, so hardheaded sometimes....God 

is saying stop, breathe, feel this peace and assurance that He is giving us.  

I pray you think about your faith journey right now - be honest how you feel and then talk to God as to what He is want-

ing you to learn IN HIM right now. There is no question you will be rewarded greatly with His love, you will learn more 

about yourself and also learn how to be His disciple to share in this world. Will it be an easy task - honestly it’s been a 

tough one for me- so let’s do this together. 

I have you ALL UP in my heart and prayers!  

In Christ, 

Lynn Thompson 

Sympathy is expressed to Susan Wood upon the 

death of her father-in-law, Roy Maddox; to Rick  

Stillwell upon the death of his stepfather, Mel  

Havenhill; to Mike Farina upon the death of his    

father, Ron Farina; to Anne Foster upon the 

death of her brother; to Robert Gill upon the 

death of his mother, Thresa Ann Bennett Gill; to 

the family of May Wren upon her death; to 

Kathy Bradshaw upon the death of her uncle; to 

Susan Stevenson upon the death of her mother, 

Nancy Purcell; to the family of Mary Louise 

Wright, our church member, upon her death. 
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Pastor’s Bible Study is back! Pastor Jason will begin a 15 week study on the gospel of Mark on Wednesdays at 10:30am 

beginning August 12th (stay tuned..location to be determined). We can allow Mark to speak as clearly as it intends if we 

take the time to ask ourselves how we’re reading it. We sometimes read the Bible badly because, believing we already 

know what a text says, we don’t see what’s actually there. Additionally, we often read texts through our doctrines; we 

unconsciously make a text fit what we already believe to be true. And we frequently harmonize the gospels to make 

them align with each other—even when they don’t.  

For this study, based on one by Dr. Mitzi Minor, we’ll read Mark on its own terms. We’ll set aside what we know about 

Matthew, Luke, and John and allow Mark to tell its story of Jesus. Let’s not assume that Mark confirms our preexisting 

ideas, but open ourselves to new insights, challenges, and possibilities for faithfulness. Let’s leave our comfort zone and 

go out to the margins where Mark was written and see what the world and the Gospel look like out there.  

Finally, let’s read not for information but for transformation—transformation of our living—which is why Mark wrote 

this in the first place.  


