
  

It’s been a while!  I wanted to give you all an update on where the church stands finan-
cially and what steps we have taken during the COVID pandemic to ease the financial 
burden that not having in-person worship has placed on the church.  First and foremost, 
though, let me take this opportunity to thank you for your continued giving to the church 
during this time—I know that there’s a lot of financial uncertainty as the economic      
climate of our country has changed drastically.  But, your steadfast commitment to your 
church and the work that continues to go on has been most generous and very much     
appreciated.   
 
In April we applied for and received a Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan through 
the Small Business Administration (SBA).  This loan enabled us to continue to pay our 
employees (church staff as well as preschool and KDO staff) while people were encour-
aged to “shelter in place.”  The loan was also used to help with other associated payroll 
costs (such as health insurance and pension) as well as utility costs incurred during the     
8-week period following our initial funding.  If you’ve heard anything about the PPP,  
then you know that this loan is fully forgivable as long as certain parameters are met.  
While we have not yet applied for forgiveness of the loan as the process hasn’t been final-

ized yet, I expect that our loan will be fully forgiven as we used the funds for the purpose for which they were intended. 
 
Early on during the pandemic we encouraged program staff to cut all unnecessary spending.  The majority of our spend-
ing during the past several months has been solely for the upkeep of the building, personnel expense, and sanitizing 
equipment and supplies.  Even then, because our building has been used so infrequently, we have decreased our utility 
costs substantially.   
 
SunTrust Bank (with whom we have our building loan) and Pathway Lending (with whom we have our LED retrofit 
and roofing loans) both offered 3 months of payment deferrals when the pandemic began.  We took advantage of their 
offers and have only just resumed our loan payments.   
 
Many in our congregation contacted me early on to discuss changing the designation of their giving—many who were 
giving to Debt Retirement began giving solely to Operating knowing that we would see a decrease in giving and want-
ing to make sure that our Operating expenses were covered.  Because of this, our overall giving to Operating is currently 
on track with where it was this time last year.  Our overall giving to Debt Retirement, however, has taken a hit and is 
down approximately 21% from where it was this time last year.  Since our building loan payments will resume in      
August, if you were one who changed your giving to direct it solely to Operating, I strongly encourage you to resume 
your level of giving to Debt Retirement so that we’ll be able to make those payments without having to draw from our 
reserve.   
 
Again, thank you so much for your continued support of the work of the church.  If you ever have any questions or 
thoughts or ideas that you’d like to share with me, please feel free to call or email—this is a new situation for all of us 
so I’m open to any suggestions!  In the meantime, take care! 
 
God bless, 
Rachel 

from Rachel 
Rachel Hasty 

Senior Accountant 

rhasty@bartlettumc.org 

Join us for game night on August 7th from 6:30-8:30pm in the LEC parking lot! 

Corn hole, Can Jam, Yard Yahtzee and more!  Bring your family and have some 

fun! Drinks and snacks will be provided. To reserve your spot, contact JT     

Forrester (jtforrester@bartlettumc.org) or Lynn Thompson 

(lthompson@bartlettumc.org).  

 

Masks and social distancing will be required. 
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    Happy August Friends!! 

                As I sit down to write this, I can only think about how strange the last 4.5 months 

    have been, and what my normal August newsletter would look like. I would be asking 

for Sunday School teachers, giving dates for promotion Sunday, Bible presentations, 

Acolyte Training and preparing for Wednesday night activities. This August, I can’t 

confirm ANY of those things. We are just trying to get back into the building, and 

trying to get kids settled for the upcoming partially virtual, partially in person, weird 

hybrid school year.  

At this time, I am still collecting names for the 3rd grade Bibles, so that when we are able to plan their presentation, I 

will have them ready to go. I am asking that if you were teaching Sunday School in March when we were last in classes, 

that you prayerfully consider what role you are willing to play when we do come back to Sunday School. If you weren’t 

teaching/helping, but are willing to step in if needed, I encourage you to email me and discuss where you might be will-

ing to volunteer. At this point, I don’t know when that will be. I know we are taking a slow and methodical approach to 

activities, with care and love for each other at the forefront of all of the decisions made. I plan to be ready for when we 

move in that direction, and it won’t be without help from our amazing congregation. 

I am ecstatic to announce that on August 9th at the 11:15 am service, the 2019-2020 confirmation class will be con-

firmed! These young people have worked very hard and overcame obstacles to complete their course of study and are 

ready to take their oath and join the church. We are making plans to record this part of the service on that Sunday morn-

ing so it can be posted on social media and distributed to those who are unable to be with us in body, but are celebrating 

in spirit. 

Please share with your children how very much I miss seeing them on Sunday mornings. Their energy feeds my energy, 

and I am finding myself lacking without them. Let them know that I await the day where it is safe to get all the hugs and 

high fives, and to hear all the stories they want to tell.  

I pray you all remain safe, healthy, and sheltered in grace. 

In Christ, 

Shari 

 
Shari Russenberger 
Director of Children’s Ministries 

srussenberger@bartlettumc.org 


