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                      Six years ago, I and the church I was serving launched a campus ministry at Bethel University in 

   McKenzie, TN.  During one of the first gatherings of that fellowship, we played an icebreaker game 

   which involved tossing an inflated beach ball from person to person.  The ball had various questions 

   written on it, and the person who caught the ball had to answer whatever question his or her right 

   thumb was nearest.  Some of the questions were very basic, like “What’s your favorite smell?” or 

“What’s your least-favorite chore?”  Others were more thought-provoking, like “If you could meet one 

person, living or dead, who would it be?”  Oddly enough, the one that tripped me up most was “If you 

could be a fictional character, who would you be?”  For whatever reason, that question caused me to 

totally blank.  And I ended up saying Papa Smurf. 

     But the basic element of that question got me thinking.  How often do we wish we could be someone else?  That we were in her 

or his shoes, because of something we see in their life that we desire or that seems appealing?  A bigger house?  A nicer car?  A 

better physique?  Or maybe we don’t necessarily wish we were someone else.  Maybe we’re just so dissatisfied with who we are, 

that we simply wish we weren’t us.  I’d guess we’ve all had moments like this.  And for some of us, those moments last for a long, 

long time.  For some of us, they’re nearly impossible to shake.  I know I’ve been there. 

     And it’s then I benefit from reminding myself that I’m made in God’s image.  That the divine breath fills me.  And that I’m of 

incalculable worth because of this.  My worth isn’t related to what I look like or what I accomplish or what I have or what I know 

or who approves of me.  My life’s worth resides in the fact that I’m fearfully, wonderfully made (Psalm 139.14) by a Creator who 

loves me—and always will.  The same is true for you; the same is true for all people. 

     So the next time despondency over your life (or jealousy for someone else’s) begins to creep in, think on these things.  Remem-

ber that you’re a carefully-crafted piece of divine handiwork.  Remember that there’s no one exactly like you.  And remember that 

you’re valued, irrespective of anything—other than God’s love for you.  And there’s nothing you can do to change that. 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Jason 

Rev. Jason W. Jones 
Senior Pastor 
jjones@bartlettumc.org 

Joys and Concerns 

Our Gifts 

Operating Budget    Weekly Need: $27,387.00  Building Fund    Weekly Need: $5,623.00 

August 2-$9,707.25  August 16-$14,685.50  August 2-$1,805.00 August 16-$4,276.50 

August 9-$27,748.50 August 23-$14,099.00  August 9-$17,821.50 August 23-$3,125.00 

  

Sympathy is expressed to Pat Houghton upon the death of her brother in law, Bob Houghton; to Marcia Kerl upon the death of 

her mother, Norma Ehlers; to Charles Shaw upon the death of his sister; to Sharon Boyd upon the death of her sister, JoAn 

McCray; to Becky Kissinger upon the death of her mother, Betty Adkins; to Jack Coleman upon the death of his sister in law, 

Virginia Coleman; to Ira and JoAnn Eastman upon the death of their son in law; to the Freeman family upon the death of our 

church member, Dorothy Freeman. 

 

Congratulations to Sam and Olivia Thompson upon the birth of their son, William. The proud grandparents are Andy and Lynn 

Thompson. 

Baptism: Leighanna Sherman, daughter of  Michael and Blaire Sherman.  Proud BUMC grandparents are Gregg and Karen 

Strawhecker. 



 

 

 Just wanted to share something that I have found that I need to be reminded of.   It is difficult 

these days with everyone having their own ways of thinking especially during this pandemic as to 

what is best.  There are opinions and mandates and discussions and rules and regulations all over 

the place.  Even in our own families we have come up with “what is best for us” – in order for us 

to feel safe and shielded from harm to our health.  And in that same thought…we fall in the trap 

wondering if we are “overthinking” and need to lighten up or we are made to feel that we are 

wrong.  It is a whirlwind of emotions…and then once we think we have figured it out…something always changes.  I don’t know if 

it is just me but it just seems like everything we need, are supposed and mandated to do changes minute by minute.   But I am here to 

share this true – matter of fact emotion that will calm your heart if you will let it. 

Grace:  /ɡrās/    noun: 1) simple elegance or refinement of movement  2)courteous goodwill. 

verb: do honor or credit to (someone or something) by one's presence. 

You see if we give grace we receive grace and all the goodness and unexpected settling effects on 

our soul. 

In the Christian faith – grace is “the love and mercy given to us by God because God desires us to have it, not necessarily because of 

anything we have done to earn it". 

I have this pandemic emotional rollercoaster figured out – it is driven by anxiety, fear, uneasiness and uncertainty – but God sees it 

as the perfect opportunity for others to understand GRACE through you and me.  And when we step back and share grace instead of 

debating…when we extend grace instead of our opinions…we get to feel God working through us when the world is pulling us – we 

can see things from God’s love.  I’m not asking us to become complacent or weak…I am asking for us to become grace-filled and 

strong.  Maybe agreeing to disagree or maybe opening our hearts and minds to others…maybe curving our words down a path of 

grace instead of judgement.    Will it be easy?…not alone – guaranteed!   BUT with God it will change you…and it will change oth-

ers around you.  He needs you as a vessel for grace to be a reflection of God in this crazy world.   

And don’t think you can’t extend this grace, because Ephesians 4:7 tells us “But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ 

apportioned it.”  God has given each of us just the right amount for us to share in the world. 

So I challenge you…and myself to act on what Paul wrote to the church of Corinth for encourage-

ment and help when he said: 

“But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness 

and in the love we have kindled in you —see that you also excel in this grace of giving.” 2 Corin-

thians 8:7   Give it a try – I know for a fact when grace is present – your soul is good and calm 

and glad. 

I pray that you take time not to sit and wait for this to be all over…but to use this time to strengthen your faith and witness.   

In Christ, 

Lynn Thompson 

What a WONDERFUL night getting to see all of our graduates to 

celebrate and encourage! We are so blessed to have such amazing 

young men and women in the life of the church since most of 

them were babies! Oh! the places they will go!  

Congratulations to our scholarship recipients:  

Banks Caughman - Sam Bulle Memorial Scholarship 

Kate Andrews - Discovery Class Scholarship 

Grace Proseus - Dean Muklevicz Memorial Scholarship 

Sophie Demetriou - David Haggard Memorial Scholarship 

Lilybeth Norris - James Bell Memorial Scholarship 

 

 

 

Lynn Thompson 

Director of Youth Ministries 

lthompson@bartlettumc.org 



 

 

 
Shari Russenberger 
Director of Children’s Ministries 

srussenberger@bartlettumc.org 

Hi Friends! 

 

I hope that this newsletter finds you safe, healthy, and having a great day! I hope that our 

school aged children are having a great start to the school year, and that our parents/

caregivers are adjusting to the new normal and have peace.  

August 9th was a very special Sunday in the life of Bartlett United Methodist Church! We        

welcomed 10 new confirmands into the membership of our church and 5 of those 10 were        

baptized!! While we were unable to have our traditional Confirmation reception in the LEC, each 

of the confirmands left that morning with a 2 liter of their favorite drink and a trio of “Nothing 

Bundt” cakes to celebrate at home. I would like to extend a 

special accolade for two of our confirmands. Nate Freeman 

completed the most service hours as of March 13th when 

the class stopped meeting in person. Noah Emison had 

memorized ALL his Bible verses and could recall and recite them when asked! Congratula-

tions to Nate and Noah on your achievements. I also extend Congratulations to the entire 

confirmation class: Presley Anderson (baptism), Malaiya Brantley (baptism), David Collins 

(baptism), Rhiannon Dickerson (baptism), Noah Emison, Nate Freeman, Paislie Hargrove, 

Chase Lowther, Caroline McCaslin, and Emily Rodgers (baptism). We are so proud of you 

all and can’t wait to see where God leads you! 

August 16th, on the eve of the new school year,  we hosted a time of prayer and blessing at each of the Bartlett City Schools and at 

BUMC. It was such a powerful afternoon for those involved, including myself. When I collected the pictures from the various pic-

tures, it was amazing to see both church members and members of the community standing together praying over our schools, stu-

dents, teachers, administrators, etc. I felt a peace the next morning as I woke up and drove Wyatt to school, I know that part of it was 

due to the prayers lifted the afternoon prior. I hope that all who attended, or who have watched the video and listened to the prayer 

that was offered felt blessed by this event! I hope it can become part of our annual “Back to School” events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’m currently working on some ideas of ways to offer some time of fellowship for the kids, as I know they miss seeing each other, 

and I miss seeing them!! If they ever want to talk, please know that I am just a phone call/facetime away.  

Plans are being discussed for ways we can safely have our Fall Festival. While I know that it won’t look like the event we are used 

to, sometimes great blessing comes from changing things up! I hope that as we navigate these ever changing waters, we become 

stronger together and find opportunities for new and exciting ways of doing ministry!  

I hope you all know how much I miss our old schedules and events, and how much I love when I see you on Sunday mornings. I 

can’t wait until we are all back together again! 

 

In Christ, 

Shari 



 

 

              Room In The Inn 

As we rapidly approach Room in the Inn season in November we know that it will be a lot dif-

ferent than previous years. There will be less guests and less volunteers. We will let you know 

the format as soon as we find out. We also might think about moving to Friday nights. It is 

sometimes difficult to find someone to spend the night during the week and the need for week-

end coverage is always there. 

John Light Food Pantry 

While the pantry has slowed down since May, it is still way above normal. We have already passed last year’s totals and are only 

20 families away from a one year record set in 2015. August through January is our busiest time. We are in excellent shape finan-

cially as long as we do not approach April/May type numbers. You may bring items but do not make a special trip to the store.  

Naval Support Activity Mid-South through Fredrick Morris and other food donations have kept us away from Kroger since late 

June. 

Thanksgiving Boxes 

Ok, it seems early Charlie Brown! The list is ready. You will not see canned vegetables as I have plenty thanks to the Ellendale 

UMC Eagle project. I also have cake mixes. We will try for 120 this year. That is only 15 more than last year. Award yourself with 

a treat if you knew who Charlie brown was. (see list on pg. 5) 

Major Projects Shelved!! 

While many projects have been hampered by Covid-19, we have still met our pantry, soup kitchen 

and Moriah House obligations. We participated in Project Transformation. We have also distributed 

goods to various organizations and churches as we are able. 

Major Shelf Project 

Outreach offers a tip of the hat to Eddie Lindsay, Rick Stillwell, and Lane O’Daniel for the building 

of shelves for the Outreach room. Thank you, guys! 

 
 

 
Perry Martini 
Director of Outreach Ministries 
pmartini@bartlettumc.org 

               We have had such a great response to starting handbell rehearsals again.  So far, we have 22 

           adults and children who have said yes, and 8 more who are still considering if they will join this 

fall.  Even though our groups will be smaller than normal, we can meet in person safely, following 

the Handbell Industry Council guidelines for rehearsals and performances.  I am so excited to be 

able to see people again on a regular basis – masked and distanced of course!!  All rehearsals will 

be in the sanctuary.  Our rehearsals will begin the week of August 31.  If you are interested in join-

ing handbells, please let me know.   

     The response to our Virtual Hymn Sings has also been wonderful!  Several hymn sings have been completed and are public on 

YouTube.  We have people working on hymns for at least 6 more weeks of hymn sings, and some want another turn, so a few more 

weeks beyond that!  It’s not too late to join in the hymn sing fun.  Please contact me if you are interested in leading one of our hymn 

sings, or just want to contribute to our list of favorite hymns. 

     Children’s Music parents, we will not have an enrollment like we have done in years past.  Most of what we do will have to be 

done remotely.  I will continue to use your email addresses and phone numbers from last year to communicate.  If your child was not 

part of the Children’s Music program last year, and you wish to be included this year, please send me your contact information.  The 

Children’s Music program is for children ages 3 years through 5th grade.  Children should be 3 years old on or before Aug. 15.  We 

will contact you soon with a starting date. 

     If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me by email karens@bartlettumc.org or by cell phone 901-734-5714, or 

BUMC office 901-386-4563.  

 
Karen Strawhecker 
Assoc. Dir. of Music Ministries 
karens@bartlettumc.org 



 

 

JT Forrester 
Director of Recreation 
jtforrester@bartlettumc.org 

Check out some pictures and visit our Youtube channel to see a video from our latest 

Family Game Night! We had a blast playing games, eating some great pizza and enjoy-

ing the outdoors! Enjoy!  

Thanksgiving Baskets 

We will be collecting items for Thanksgiving baskets until Monday, November 15, 2020.  Below is the list of items that are needed. 

This list has changed from previous years. These may be left in Oaks Hall or the church office. You may bring them as soon as you 

like. We also accept donations. Each bag is about a $40 value.  

Biscuit Mix   1 Can Cranberry Sauce      

1 Box of Instant Potatoes  1 Can Fruit 

2 Boxes Stuffing Mix  1 Canister Kool-Aid 

1 Large or 2 Small Mac & Cheese 1 Family-size Tea Bags 

1 Large Can Yams  $15 Gift Card for Meat 
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 Gallery News 

 The Mid-South Artist Gallery, 2945 Shelby St. Bartlett, is pleased to announce the opening of five exhibits.  

 Gallery #1 Sept 6th – 12th Featured artists Daniel Rudolph, Bob McCabe and Frederick Lyle Morris 

 Gallery #2 Sept 13th – 19th Featured artist Jean Wheeler ( award winning artist) a must-see artist 

 Gallery #3 Sept 20th – 26th Featured artists Bob McCabe and Lyle 

 Gallery #4 Featured artist Sandra Horton 

 Gallery #5 Featured artist Quinlan Rhodes  

November 7th from 6 to 9 pm “The Million Dollar Art Exhibit and Charity Event” will be held at the Mid-South Artist Gallery.  

This exhibit will feature paintings by Paul Gauguin, Picasso, Rembrandt, Lindsey, McRae, and Wheeler, as well as never before 

seen, recovered art, “The Handing Tree”. Tickets are $300.00 a couple purchased before the event and $500.00 at the door. For 

additional information for this event or gallery questions, contact gallery director, Frederick Morris, at 901-409-8705 or email 

mable1002000@aol.com. 
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The baby blanket team meets at 10:00 am every 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the week, at the Art  
Gallery, 2945 Shelby St., Bartlett (right behind the Church). 

Yarn donations are always welcome or come join us to make baby blankets. The hospitals are 
always so happy to receive them. 

Contact Morris at 901-409-8705 if you have questions. All are welcome! 


