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  Greetings, friends, in the name of Christ our Lord! 

 

                  Have you ever received a piece of sage advice or insight from someone—a parent, a friend, a neighbor,              

   a teacher—to which you find yourself often returning?  Something that so resonated with or shaped    

   you, that you call upon it to guide your steps or to keep you afloat when life’s at its hardest? 

I’ve received several such sentiments, that I go to at various times and for various reasons.  My mom 

instilled in me, from a very young age, that “A day gone by without learning something is a day    

wasted”; likewise, she admonished me that “Saying you’re sorry means you’ll do your best not to do it 

again.”  My first clergy mentor once told me that success in ministry hinged on “Loving the people 

well, because that’ll cover all the mistakes you make.”  And I’ll never forget the words of my licensing school instructor, who told 

my class that “You’ll be lucky in the course of your ministry to preach one excellent sermon”; I think on his words when I need a 

good dose of humility. 

But all of these are, in some sense, rules which form my thinking and acting.  In needful ways, they keep me on track. 

Such was the intent of John Wesley when in 1743 he provided general rules to the United Societies—the name that’d been given to 

early Methodist groups.  He said that there were “fruits” that would “evidence their desire of salvation”—the first of which was 

“doing no harm”: intentionally staying away from any behavior or activity that might be detrimental, whether in body or spirit or 

mind, to another person or oneself.  How much we all need to hear and permit ourselves to be guided by such instruction!  What 

would be different about our patterns of speaking and doing if we purposely sought to do no harm? 

But the next rule is just as needful; Wesley expected that the hearts of those in the societies would be known by “doing good…of 

every possible sort, and as far as it is possible, to all.”  For Wesley, it wasn’t enough that Jesus-followers avoid mistreating others; 

taking cues from our Lord, he intended that the Methodists would seek out opportunities to help, to heal, and to provide hope.  

Which is again needful for us, here and now.  How different would our lives be and how different would our families, our neighbor-

hoods, our cities, our nation (and beyond) look if we put ourselves daily to applying goodness wherever we can?  

If we’re honest, we know that we need such rules now as much as we ever have.  If we’re honest, we also know they’re a tall order.  

Which is why Wesley gave us a third rule that, when held closely, can help us live into the others: “attending on all the ordinances 

of God.”  Bishop Rueben Job worded this as, “Stay in love with God.”  In essence, Wesley expected that Christians called Method-

ists would utilize means of grace—things like worship, prayer, sacramental participation, and Bible study—to grow them in their 

relationship with and knowledge of God.  A rule which is foundational to our fulfilling the others—and everything our Maker calls 

us to. 

It isn’t a stretch to say that these precepts changed the world: that they’ve been changing it, ever since Wesley began preaching and 

teaching them.  Which means that, even now, they can change our world.  But this only happens as we allow them first to take root 

in and change us. 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Jason 

Rev. Jason W. Jones 
Senior Pastor 
jjones@bartlettumc.org 

We're excited to be back together for in-person worship! 

 

Our "Back to the Building Protocol," which outlines steps being taken to gather as 

safely as possible, as well as congregational expectations, can be found on our 

website. Please read this document carefully and thoroughly, noting especially 

worship start times (8:45 & 11:15), screening questions, and entrance procedure. 

 

If you need or choose to continue worshiping from home at this time, services will 

continue to be posted on Facebook and on YouTube on Sunday at 10:15 AM. 



 

 

         WEEKLY MINI HYMN SING                                                                                                   

                        BUMC Congregation, once again I am asking you to send in YOUR list of hymn favorites.   Ac-

cording to something I read a long time ago on the internet, the Bible tells us to sing more than 120 

times. Since we are unable to sing together in worship at this time, it is important for you to be able 

to continue singing the hymns of our faith "together" at home. We would like to provide an online 

weekly mini Hymn Sing.  Each Hymn Sing will last approximately 15 minutes attempting to have 

2 hymns coordinated to Sunday's sermon, and 3 of your favorites.   

Please send your favorite hymns by email to karens@bartlettumc.org, or by text or phone call to 901-734-5714.  We will be 

asking children, youth, adults, and families to participate as soloists or part of small family ensembles to lead the hymns.   During 

rehearsals and recording, social distancing protocols will be followed.  Your favorites may be submitted at any time as this could 

last for a while, but submitting sooner is better than later to allow me time to distribute them to our soloists.  I always look forward 

to your favorites! 

              John Light Food Pantry update 

We continue to see less families in our pantry than we did in March and April, however, traffic is 

still double our average month for this time of year. We are in a good position thanks to the   

donations of the congregation and the Navy base. There is no need to shop for food to bring to 

the church at this time.  

July activities 

All University of Tennessee reading programs scheduled at BUMC in July have been canceled. We will still meet our commitment 

to St. John’s soup kitchen thanks to the effort of the Progressive class. 

So the teacher says to the student, “What did you do this summer?” 

Outreach is still meeting our obligations. We have not missed a soup kitchen. We have kept the pantry open every week except 1 

this year. That was a scheduling issue. Last week we provided 70 gift bags to the kids at Project Transformation Scenic Hills. We 

also helped distribute Shelby County School meals each day. We give a shout out to the 15 people that put the bags together. The 

PT staff was pleased with the book selections and the other goodies in each bag. We also gave away 25 Easter baskets that the Navy 

Support Activity Mid-South gave us. If you are interested in helping Project Transformation and are between the ages of 18-64, 

please go to Givepulse.com and look at the opportunities at the 3 Memphis area churches.  

Thank you and God bless all that you do to support this ministry!  

 
 

 
Perry Martini 
Director of Outreach Ministries 
pmartini@bartlettumc.org 

 
Karen Strawhecker 
Assoc. Dir. of Music Ministries 
karens@bartlettumc.org 

Joys and Concerns  
 
Sympathy is expressed to Sandy Dunn upon the 

death of her mother and our church member, Jeane 

Dawley; to Nancy Henegar and Rachel Hasty upon 

the death of her husband and her father and our 

church member, Ernest Henegar; to Curtis Wilson 

upon the death of his sister, Patricia Mae Thornton; to 

Catherine Graddy upon the death of her husband, 

H.T. Graddy. 

Our Gifts 
Operating Budget    Weekly Need: $27,387.00 

May 31-$13,047.00  June 21-$41,224.50 

June 7-$36,456.00 

June 14-$10,797.50     

Building Fund           Weekly Need: $5,623.00 

May 31-$2,687.00  June 21-$2,757.50 

June 7-$6,009.00 

June 14-$2,426.50 

 
   



 

 

                  So I don’t know about you but a lot of my faith journey is finding new meanings.  I think that’s 

the beauty of God’s Word and also our journey in life with Him. 

I remember when my father passed away and Psalms 23 

was read.  I mean, I had heard it all my life growing up in 

the church.  Maybe, because I had memorized it or maybe 

because we said it quite often in church- but I knew it.  But 

at my father’s funeral - I heard it like God was saying it just for me….”Yea, though I walk 

through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod 

and thy staff they comfort me.”  I remember where I was sitting…the voice of who said it…

and the connection I felt immediately to those specific words.  It was like all those times I 

said it but this time I HEARD it. 

It gave me great comfort during that time.  And every time I hear it – it places me back not to a sad time but a comforting time of 

God’s words filling me up with what I needed.   I don’t know about you but I LOVE truly feeling God’s presence through His 

words of assurance and peace.  It’s what Christ left us…that Holy Spirit that surrounds us when we are anxious or uncertain, when 

we are stressed and nervous, when we are sad or upset.  But the Holy Spirit also is present during the happy and joyous times, the 

“back to the normal” days, the celebrations days.  I guess I am understanding  and seeing more and more how God is surrounding 

us!  We just have to keep asking for His guidance, reading His word and listening for His voice…because it is when we have God 

ALL UP in the who, the when and the where of us that we seek His guidance, feel His presence…and can receive His peace.   

I am reminded of Dr. Seuss’ – Oh The Places You’ll Go book – I have read it so many times – remember how he says that one of 

those places is the Waiting Place… I feel that is where we might be with all of this pandemic.  Waiting for it all to get back to nor-

mal, waiting for tests results, waiting to hear from those we love, waiting until we can meet again without regulations.  I realize that 

– that is life as we know it now and through the wait I MUST find comfort in God’s words.  The words that I continue to remind 

myself is the one I shared earlier – the reason I go back to it is because I realize that whatever we are going through – even as awful 

as the valley of the shadow of death – that I will fear no evil FOR THOU ART WITH ME!  I have always shared with my kids and 

the youth that God never in His scriptures says that if we believe in Him – everything will be rainbows and gumdrops – He said that 

no matter what this world – the valleys of despair or uncertainty brings HE WILL NEVER LEAVE US.  He is the one that can 

“restoreth my Soul”.   

I pray you are well…I pray that you are safe…I pray that God has given you peace in this different “normal”   - but most of all I 

pray that you will seek His words to direct you, comfort you and give you relief and comfort in whatever you are going 

through GOD IS GOOD ALL THE TIME – because ALL THE TIME GOD IS GOOD!   

 
 

 
Lynn Thompson 
Director of Youth Ministries 
lthompson@bartlettumc.org 

Thank you to the pastors, members, 

and all who prayed, sent cards, 

brought food and called during this 

difficult time after the passing of my 

husband, Ed. Everything was      

gratefully appreciated.  

Sincerely, 

Loretta Gallarno and family 
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Hey friends!! I hope that you are enjoying this strange summer!!  

We have begun to meet in person on Sunday mornings and I am hoping that it will continue and we will have more 

people joining us as time progresses. We have taken a safe approach to opening the church and will continue to do so 

as we slowly begin phasing in activities. It is with a heavy heart that I announce that at this point, we will not be hav-

ing any in person activities for the children this month. As much as I would love to have events, 

the need to continue to wear masks, social distance, and maintain building protocols, are prohibi-

tive to the type of events the children would find fun and enjoyable! I hope to be able to host some 

events in August prior to school starting. 

While we will not be able to have in person events, I am looking into some ways to have some fun 

virtually! The BIG virtual fun for the month of July is going to be a Virtual Talent Show. I have witnessed the talents that our young 

people possess and I want to highlight those talents for the WHOLE church to see! I would love to see as many children highlighted in 

the talent show as possible. Here are some ideas for video content: joke telling, dances, songs, musical instruments, short stories, poems, 

juggling, martial arts,  etc! I can’t wait to see what talents are hidden within the children! To enter the talent show, please record your 

child sharing their talent. Recordings should be done (when possible) in landscape mode with a phone, and in HD. Please watch the  

video to ensure you can hear/see your child. Once you have the recording, please email this to srussenberger@bartlettumc.org, include 

the child’s name, talent, and age. I will put all the videos together along with some introductions and post to youtube and facebook for 

everyone to watch!! I need to have all the videos by Friday July 17, 2020. The video will premiere on Friday July 24th at 7pm online 

and can be shared with family and friends regardless of location! If you have any questions or concerns, please let me know. I hope to 

see ALL the talent that BUMC kids have to show off! 

In preparation for fall, I am preparing to order Bibles for our rising 3rd graders. It is a long standing tradition at Bartlett United Method-

ist Church to present our 3rd graders with a Bible inscribed with their name. If you have a rising 3rd grader, please email me 

(srussenberger@bartlettumc.org) by Wednesday July 22nd, to ensure a Bible is ordered for them. In the email, please include their name 

as you want it written in the Bible. I am not sure when the Bibles will be presented, but I want to make sure they are ready!  

I pray that you are staying well and I look forward to when we can ALL be safely back together for ALL activities!! 

 
Shari Russenberger 
Director of Children’s Ministries 

srussenberger@bartlettumc.org 
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