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 Greetings, friends, in the name of the One who is from everlasting to everlasting!   

 How many of us daydreamed as children about what we’d be or what we’d do when we grew up?  For 
 my part, I thought often about what my life as an adult would look like.  But my images weren’t         

static.  There were times I’d want to be a police officer.  In others I’d think about my life as a            
scientist.  And in still others I was sure I’d become a famous artist. 

As I matured, though, my thoughts tended less toward what I’d be in terms of a role—and moved     
toward the why of my life: toward its meaning.  Why am I here?  What’s my purpose, my reason for 

existing?  Human beings have struggled with questions like these for millennia.  But it wasn’t until I came to know Jesus that I 
found a satisfactory answer to such questions.   

Because, in Jesus, we understand who we are in God and how much we’re loved by God; we see ourselves as children of God, 
made in the divine image.  And even more than this, we see in Jesus our lives’ purpose.  For as we consider his life and the traits he 
exemplified—and remember that he tells those who’d be his disciples to follow him—we don’t have to wonder about our reason 
for being.  Nor can we deny it.   

As Jesus-followers, our lives—like his—must be spent pointing others toward God.  Regardless of details—jobs we have, degrees 
we hold, places we live, or relationships we’re in—it remains central that we exist to be disciples, and to make disciples: to com-
municate the redemptive hope of the Gospel, and to help people find true and whole and lasting life.  

And you really can’t get more meaningful than that. 

 
Peace, 
Pastor Jason 

Rev. Jason W. Jones 
Senior Pastor 
jjones@bartlettumc.org 

Joys and Concerns 

Operating Budget    Weekly Need: $27,643.00  Building Fund    Weekly Need: $5,623.00 

April 25-$12,146.50 May 9-$26,103.00  April 25-$2,312.50  May 9-$2,932.00 

May 2-$15,761.00  May 16-$18,217.50  May 2-$3,220.00    May 16-$3,384.50  

Sympathy is expressed to Betsy Boswell and the Spore family upon the death of our church member, Dick Spore; to Francis 

Jackson upon the death of his wife, Jo Ann Jackson; to Roy and Dannie Bottenfield and Sharon Sharp upon the death of their 

daughter and sister and our church member, Cindy Bottenfield; to Chris Richardson upon the death of his father; to Barbara  

Hollis upon the death of her brother, Ben Hollis. 

Our Gifts 



 

 

WOW! 

What a wonderful month of May we had in the youth group – with our Joyful Noise Mashup    

Coffeehouse, ASP Workday and our Senior Banquet.  Celebrating our youth is my favorite thing to 

do!  I don’t know what I would do without them lifting me up and guiding me in my own faith 

walk.  We have amazing youth at BUMC!  

Now… we are outside laughing, flying kites, working, Bible studying and fellowshipping….and I get to see their sweet faces!  Makes 

my spirit flip somersaults in joy!  “Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in 

Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18. I love this verse – especially to “give thanks in all circumstances”.   It has been a crazy year – 

one like no other – but we can rejoice in it!  So take a look at our amazing youth doing amazing things with joy and thanks for the 

opportunity to be a reflection of Christ!  God is Good! All The Time! 

Have a blessed day…and find JOY in your day by those you surround yourself by! 

In Christ, 

Lynn Thompson 

 

 

 

Lynn Thompson 

Director of Youth Ministries 

lthompson@bartlettumc.org 



 

 

  I can’t believe that we are already in JUNE! This year has been flying by. I know with a       

  summer that includes multiple opportunities for the kids, we will blink and they will be headed 

  back to school in August! 

Our Prayer Pal adoption was held on May 16th and we had 45 Pals adopted by our younger 

disciples. Our preschoolers will spend the summer growing in prayer through learning about 

the fruit of the spirit, our elementary and older group will be breaking down the Lord’s Prayer 

and growing in their faith through that. I can’t wait to hear about the changes to the prayer lives 

in the families of the church through these journals! Look for some exciting opportunities for our prayer pals coming later this sum-

mer and into the fall! 

We will be having a 4-day Mission Camp June 14th – 17th from 6-8pm. The Mission Camp will replace our  

traditional Vacation Bible School for this year. The Mission Camp will be 4 evenings of activities designed to 

show children that you can be the hands and feet of Christ at any age. Each evening will spotlight a different 

theme, where the children will learn about a new organization, how what they do relates to the Bible and what 

we are called to do, provide opportunity for practical application of mission, and of course have some time for 

singing, playing and snacking! As with Vacation Bible School, this event will NOT be possible without LOTS of 

volunteers. We will need help in both preschool and elementary age groups with the following: group leaders, bible storytellers, 

music leaders, recreation leaders, snack preparers, mission helpers and YOUTH volunteers! Please let me know at your earliest op-

portunity if you will be available to assist in any capacity for this incredible chance to “Do Good”. If you are unable to participate in 

person, but would like to support the efforts of this ministry, I have created an Amazon Wish List of supplies that will be needed to 

complete some of the mission activities. You can find the Wish List under the “Connect” Tab on the BUMC website 

(bartlettumc.org/connect). 

Registration for Dayshore is open for those who have completed Kindergarten through those who have completed 6th grade in the 

2020-2021 school year. Camp will run from 8am – 5:30pm, with a cost of $100, lunch and 2 snacks included. Registration links can 

be found under the “Connect” Tab on the BUMC website (Bartlettumc.org/connect). We already have quite a few kids registered, so 

don’t delay in registering your kids to come have a fun filled week with us! 

Finally, as we approach the end of one school year, it means we turn our anticipation toward the next (well, some of us! ). It is my 

hope and expectation that as we begin the 2021-2022 school year, we will be back to offering Children’s Sunday School in it’s pre-

pandemic breakdowns, Preschool, Kindergarten, 1-2nd grade, 3-4th grade (Bible year), 5th grade, and the Confirmation (open to 6th 

and 7th graders). I am looking for interested adults who want to volunteer their time to assist with the education of our youngest 

disciples! The goal is to have 4 adults per age group so that rotations can be established and adult Sunday School classes can be  

attended on a semi-regular basis. If you have any interest in participating in this vital program ministry, please let me know! 

I hope that the listed activities have you excited and anticipating summer! If you are willing to help or give of time/resources, please 

let me know. I look forward to serving with you in this ministry events! 

In Christ, 

Shari 

  
Shari Russenberger 
Director of Children’s Ministries 

srussenberger@bartlettumc.org 

Senior Banquet is always such a special night to give praise and blessings to our graduating Seniors. It’s a 

night of joy, laughter, a few tears and lots of LOVE! We are also blessed with such an amazing opportunity to 

share Scholarships to our graduating Seniors.  

This year’s recipients are: 

The Guardian Angel Scholarship- Ainsley Sloan and Tyler Cook  

The Sam Bulle Memorial Scholarship-Will Blatt 

The David Haggard Memorial Scholarship - Meagan Kelley 

The Dean Muklevicz Memorial Scholarship -Sydney Frye 

The James Bell Memorial Scholarship - Adrian Harding 

The Discovery Class Scholarship - Callie Drum 

 



 

 

           Even in the midst of Covid, this has been a crazy, yet wonderful year for Children’s Music.  We 

           have had roughly 27 children participating throughout the year in two children’s bell groups and 

one singing choir.  In the fall and early spring, the children did several virtual presentations 

through videos for worship and the Christmas program.  To do this, several of the children who 

really don’t like to sing solos, mustered up the courage to sing alone for the video recordings, 

which were then compiled into the virtual choir recordings.  They have also learned to sing six feet 

apart in a choral setting.  That’s a difficult thing to do when you can’t really hear the persons near you.  They have participated in 

two live worship services, Palm Sunday and Pentecost.  I am so proud of our children and their continued efforts to serve the Lord 

through music and leading in worship. 

Many years ago, we started giving the children a hymnal engraved with their names as they leave children’s music.  This year’s 5th 

graders are Benn Felix, Wyatt Russenberger, Ellyson Davey, McKenzie Dickerson, Chessley Brandon, Walter Kreis, and Ali     

Hassenzahl.  Several of these children have been a part of the music program since they were 3 years old, so roughly 6 or 7 years of 

service at such a young age.  I read on the internet that the Bible tells us to sing more than 120 times, which emphasizes that singing 

is an important part of our faith and worship.  My hope is that they will continue to learn and sing the hymns of our faith, and that 

they will continue to serve through music, and in choirs.  Giving the hymnals is always a great celebration, but also a day of mixed 

emotions.  I always miss those children as they move on to the next chapter in their lives. 

 
Karen Strawhecker 
Assoc. Dir. of Music Ministries 
karens@bartlettumc.org 

To the congregation of BUMC,  

My family and I would like to express our heartfelt gratitude and appreciation for the outpour-

ing of  love and support during this time of grief with my Mother's passing. BUMC will always 

hold a special place in our hearts. 

Grace and Peace, 

David Horne 



 

 

Greetings – And News - From The Green House 

(Chosen Vessel Ministries) 

 

Sometimes I find it hard to believe it has been more than a full year!  More than a year of wearing 

face coverings and social distancing.  More than a year of worship, classes, and socializing via 

Zoom, Skype, and/or Facebook Live!  Thank God for technology – even though I am severely 

challenged by it. 

As difficult and challenging as it has been, the good news is we were never alone – Emmanuel, 

God was, and is, always with us!  And, we have received and experienced grace upon grace 

throughout the pandemic as we have cared for each other by wearing face coverings and social 

distancing.  What a small price to pay! 

As I bring you greetings and a brief update from Chosen Vessel Ministries, I bring my thoughts 

and prayers to all who lost family and friends during and because of the pandemic.  I also give thanks for the efficacy of the vaccines 

that are allowing us to slowly, but safely, gather again in larger numbers. 

The Green House is beautiful!  I cannot wait for our ‘official’ opening tentatively planned for early to mid-August.  We FINALLY 

removed all our items from the LEC a couple months ago and the house is ALMOST functionally organized and ready for opening.  

In the meantime, I have occasional one-on-one meetings and lots of Zooms from the House. Again, I want to thank BUMC for pa-

tiently waiting for us to complete our move from the LEC. 

I would love for all who labored so faithfully to prepare the House for our ministry to be part of the opening celebration.  I know the 

youth groups played a vital role and I look forward to their help planning and participation in the joyous event.  I promise to do a 

better job communicating by providing timely updates of happenings at the House. 

As we look forward and plan for our opening celebration, our board of directors has been reorganized with several 

new members, the prison ministry has resumed and I go each Tuesday for our classes and the first and third Saturday 

for our reentry ministry, called Metamorphosis.  It might sound a bit strange, but I am grateful for the opportunity to 

interact with and be in ministry with the women. 

I ask your continued prayers for Chosen Vessel Ministries, the women we serve and their families - especially their children.  Please 

pray for prison staff and officers, too.  We continue to give thanks and prayers for the ministry of Bartlett United Methodist Church.  

Let us continue to care for ourselves and each other! 

With deep gratitude, 

Linda 

 

If you have a loved one (family or friend) who struggles with addiction, the Bartlett Naranon group 

invites you to join them on Monday nights at 7pm in the LEC room 201. 

The Naranon Family Groups are a worldwide fellowship for those affected by someone else’s addic-

tion. In our meetings we offer ourhelp by sharing experiences, strength, and hope. 

It’s hard to love an addict—we know. Join us as we learn to find joy and peace again. 

Come and join us for Food Truck Fellowship every Wednesday in June from 5:00-7:00pm by 

the BUMC playground. Each Wednesday we will be featuring a great variety of offerings 

from a Food Truck plus music, games to play, and fellowship to be had by all. Some of the 

trucks you can visit will be Eat at Eric’s, El Toro Taco, Say Cheese, and Nine Dough One. 

Hope to see you there!   



 

 

May is such a busy month.  By the time you read this May will be over, but today as I write this my                                                                                                                                                        

head is swirling with all of the activities that are going on.  I’ve always found May to be an emotional month      

as well.  Maybe it’s just me but the end of the school year always made me a little sad as a child because I 

loved all of my teachers and never wanted to say goodbye.  When I taught elementary school many years 

ago I would always be a little emotional on the last day because I had to say goodbye to my students and-

some of them had stolen a little piece of my heart.  Even today I get emotional at the end of the year because 

of the appreciation I have for all the teachers who have done so much for my daughter.  All teachers are 

special but good teachers are a blessing and my family and I have been blessed many times over with 

the ones that God has put in our path. 

May also brings graduation(s)—first from Preschool, then kindergarten, then elementary school, middle school, and high school 

and college.  There’s just something about the idea of one chapter closing and another beginning that just gets to me every May.  

I am always so excited for our newest high school graduates as they embark on their next journey whether it be starting a new 

career or continuing their education at a college, university, or trade school.  Did you know that in the last 5 years alone, Bartlett 

UMC has provided almost $30,000 in scholarships to youth who have gone on to further their educations?  Many of our scholar-

ships are named in memory of past congregation members—what a wonderful way to continue their legacy.  A couple of our 

scholarships were funded some time ago and have been invested so that the funds will continue to grow.  But, several of our 

scholarships are funded annually through contributions meaning if there’s a year when the funds aren’t available, the scholar-

ship isn’t awarded.  If you’re interested in contributing to one of our scholarships, please give me or Lynn Thompson a call and 

we can certainly give you more information about that opportunity.  And be sure to offer your congratulations to this year’s 

graduates—oh, the places they’ll go!! 

God bless, 

Rachel 

Rachel Hasty 
Senior Accountant 
rhasty@bartlettumc.org 

Saturday, June 12 at 8:00am in                          

Cook Fellowship Hall 

Join us for a light breakfast, fellowship, and devotion. 

Please call the church office to reserve your spot.       

All men are invited!  Bring a friend! 

On behalf of Bartlett United Methodist Preschool and Kid's Day Out I want to thank you all for your 

generous gifts to the Easter Offering which was shared in part with our ministries. State regulations 

have limited our class sizes meaning less tuition coming in. It has been a struggle this school year to 

maintain the level of care and education that we have always provided with fewer resources but we 

have been dedicated to do so from the start. Having the support of the church means so much to us and 

is greatly appreciated. 

Thank you, 

     Jennifer Steadman  



 

 

        

Fun Club Meeting 

Tuesday, June 15 

10am, LEC 

Speaker will be Len Edwards, retired captain from the MPD, dis-

cussing the commission on Missing and Exploited Children. If 

you are 50+, join us on June 15! 

 
Perry Martini 
Director of Outreach Ministries 
pmartini@bartlettumc.org 

June 4-5 Outreach with choir tour 

June 10 & 24  Room in the Inn   

June 14-17     Mission Camp (VBS) 

June 26           Holy Chow! 

Volunteers needed!                                    
Contact Perry if you can help! 

Room In The Inn is back with a new format and location. 

The new address is 409 Ayres Street, across from the old Carnes Elementary. It is just south of North Parkway and north of I-40.This 

is the Collins Chapel hospital building.  

There are two wings. Upstairs is for families, downstairs is for recuperative care individuals. We will serve dinner to the entire facili-

ty on the 2nd and 5th Thursdays of each month. We will serve one wing only on the 4th Thursdays when there is no 5th Thursday.  

We need 5 or 6 volunteers from 5pm until 8pm. We also need 4 volunteers from 8pm until about 11pm. It is important to have 

enough people to participate. This is to interact and socialize with the guests; eat dinner, play games, watch television, play cards, 

etc. Easy stuff that helps the staff that are working that night. 

Look at your schedule or participate as a class. Outreach provides the meals. See the calendar below and contact Perry at 901-634-

0804(text is fine) or pmartini@bartlettumc.org. 

Room In The Inn Calendar 

June  10 Full staff 

          24 Only need 2 from 8-11pm 

July    8    Full staff 

          29 (5th Thursday) Full staff 

Aug   12 Full staff 

          26 Only need 2 from 8-11 

Sept.    9 Full staff 

           30 (5th Thursday) Full staff 

Oct.    14 Full staff 

           28 Only need 2 from 8-11 

Nov.   11 Full staff 

           25 Only need 2 from 8-11pm 

Dec.      9 Full staff 

            30 (5th Thursday) Full staff 

Note: Full staff is 5 or 6 volunteers from 5-8pm and 4 from 8-11pm. 

Other dates we share with another church so fewer volunteers are needed late. 

ROOM IN THE IN IS BACK! 
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Chancel Flower Openings: 

June 6, 13, 20, 27 

If you would like to place flowers in celebration of 

someone, as an honorarium or a memorial, please 

call Helen at the church office (386-4563). 

Gallery News 

Private reservations of the Gallery can  be made for one hour, self-guided tours of up to six people. The Gallery 
is open from 11:30 to 3:00 and is located next to the church at 2945 Shelby Street.  

The Bartlett Arts Association will have an opening reception on June 5th from 2-4pm. Proceeds from this ex-
hibit will go to BUMC Outreach Ministries. 

The baby blanket team meets every 2nd and 4th Friday of the month from 10 to 11:30am. 

Yarn donations are always welcome or come join us to make baby blankets. The hospitals are always so happy 

to receive them. The following is an excerpt from a letter from Regional One Health: “The number of blankets 

and hats delivered was just wonderful. All 99 hand crocheted blankets and 23 hats will be given out to our  

families. I wanted to thank you and the team for making such beautiful, soft, and cuddly blankets for our     

babies.” 

Contact Morris at 901-409-8705 if you have questions. All are welcome! 


