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 Greetings, friends, in the name of the One who is God with us! 

 It’s hard to fathom that the end of 2021 is upon us.  As I think about the year that’s been, I’m 

 very aware of the challenges and disappointments and loss.  I’m aware too that a great many of 

them we’ve been carrying and trying to find our way through for some twenty months now.  

We’re tired, we’re stretched, we’re stressed in every facet of our lives—which leads understand-

ably to a desire to “get back to normal”; to how life was before the pandemic. 

And I get it.  Going back to something we’ve known or done before is familiar.  It’s comforting, and it’s safe.  But I need 

to say two things.  The first is that we don’t know that things will ever be like they were before—not exactly anyway.  Our 

world’s been far too drastically impacted and changed by the last couple of years for us to, in every way, be as we were. 

But the second thing I’d say is: this isn’t necessarily a bad thing.  Because the way things used to be may not be equiva-

lent to the way that’s best.  The way things used to be may not be the way that God intends.  God may have something 

else for us—something even better than where we’ve been or what we’ve done.  We find allusions to this throughout 

scripture, one of the more notable examples being the prophet admonishing the people not to remember the old things 

but to turn their attention to the new thing God’s doing. 

And that’s the key: redirecting our attention.  Reorienting ourselves to what matters most.  Renewing our sense of pur-

pose.  And reshaping our response to that purpose.  All that we’ve experienced in this long season has affected each of us 

in a variety of ways—including what we do (and how we do it) as a church.  But this season has also gifted us with an op-

portunity to look more deeply and intentionally not just at what and how—but at why.    

So what is our why?  Individually and collectively, what motivates us?  What’s our reason for being?  Knowing this is 

crucial to our identity and fruitfulness as a community of faith, because these require that everything we discuss, decide, 

and do emanates from our purpose—from our why.  With a new year just ahead of us, we will step into a number of op-

portunities through a sermon series, Bible study, exploration of spiritual gifts, and group discussions to learn and think 

about these concepts—and to listen as God guides us toward our why, and what it is God wants us to do with it. 

I’m excited about the possibilities that giving ourselves over to this sort of exploration might open up to us, and invite 

you to pray and to participate as fully as you’re able.  For God to do what God intends through us, God first has to do 

what God intends in us—and, again, that requires a redirection of attention.  As the author of Proverbs writes:  

If people can’t see what God is doing. they stumble all over themselves;  

but when they attend to what he reveals, they are most blessed. 

So let’s prepare our hearts and minds and spirits to be reflective and receptive.  Let’s locate and live our why to God’s 

glory and for the building of God’s kingdom.  And let’s praise God for the blessing that’s sure to follow! 

Peace, 

Pastor Jason 

Rev. Jason W. Jones 
Senior Pastor 
jjones@bartlettumc.org 

Mark your calendars! 

We will have one Worship service beginning at 10:15 on the following Sundays: 

December 5– Christmas Cantata 

December 12—Children’s Christmas Program 



 

 

          I think I may have mentioned that I somehow ended up receiving articles on varying      

          subjects, many of which are about worship and music.  I used to be able to print out the 

articles that really speak to me and challenge my thinking, but can no longer print them 

out. I have gone back to try and find the article and the writer, unsuccessfully, so I don’t 

know whose ideas these are, but they gave me something a little out of the ordinary to 

consider.  The writer was talking about worship music. What stood out to me in the article 

is how through the exactness of the notes on the page that we are all striving for an inten-

tional unity in our music making even in the smallest increments of time.  It’s in the precision of the melodies of our 

hymns, choir anthems, and handbell anthems that we are working toward one common goal for unity with each other as 

we seek to praise God and uplift His name together.  That’s an amazing thought as we come together each week to sing 

hymns and make music for the Lord! 

Our 150th Anniversary celebration was incredible!  Many thanks go to the 36 handbell ringers who 

have served in the music ministry throughout the years.  Hearing all of you ring together was in-

spiring and what a beautiful job you did! The piece was commissioned specifically for Bartlett UMC 

from Sondra Tucker for three handbell choirs of varying levels of difficulty to play together.  It was 

a privilege to be able to conduct you on this piece!  Thank you all!   

The participation of our children’s choirs in worship is always uplifting.  Many thanks for all of 

their work each week and to their parents who bring them faithfully to rehearsals. Thank you also 

to our Children’s music leaders.  We cannot offer our programming without the help of our dedicat-

ed leaders: Jennifer Proseus, Wanda Cheatham, Rebecca Jacobs, Laura Engbretson, Janet Wiens, 

and Rachel Hasty.   

The Children’s Christmas program is quickly approaching!  Sunday, December 12th at 10:15 a.m., we will present our 

program, “Tell Me the Story of Christmas” by Rhonda Frazier and Johnathan Crumpton, during worship.  If you know of 

anyone who may be interested in our program, but are unable to attend on Sunday, please have them join us on Friday 

evening, December 10th at 6pm for our dress rehearsal.   

We are still in need of adults and youth to pantomime the parts for the Children’s Christmas program. 

There are NO lines to learn!  It’s important for the children to work with different age groups to start 

developing those intergenerational relationships within the congregation that will show them there is 

always a place for them in worship and service to the Lord, no matter their age.  

If anyone is interested in joining any of our groups, of course, you may join at any time, but a natural break comes after 

the Christmas programming.  We will start fresh in January with all new music in Bartlett Bells, Celebration Ringers, 

Campanella Ringers, and all of the singing choirs.  I hope you will join us in serving the Lord through music! 

 
Karen Strawhecker 
Assoc. Dir. of Music Ministries 
karens@bartlettumc.org 

Joys and Concerns 

Operating Budget    Weekly Need: $27,643.00       Building Fund    Weekly Need: $5,623.00 

October 31-$20,028.65      November 14-$31,949.00 October 31-$8,418.50      November 14-$9,671.00 

November 7-$21,665.00                         November 7-$3,956.00     

Our Gifts 

Sympathy is expressed to Becky Mahaffy upon the death of her sister, Sandy Tinker; to the family of Barbara Kelly 

upon her death; to Charles Horton upon the death of his brother, David Horton. 



 

 

 

Perry Martini 
Director of Outreach Ministries 
pmartini@bartlettumc.org 

     

December 7       Room in the Inn- 5:30-7:30pm           

                  Volunteers needed 

                   21       Room in the Inn- 5:30-7:30pm                   

      Volunteers needed 

                   28       Takeout Tuesday-4:15pm         

                  Volunteers needed to deliver    

                  meals. 

  

   akeout Tuesday 

We will need 2 or 3 people to help in the kitchen and with boxing the meals. We will need 10-15 people to deliver. The 

plan is to take the meals out around 4:15-4:30 since it does get dark earlier in December. The routes will be close by and 

we will only be delivering to the people on our list. We will expand in the spring to include meals to the streets. If you 

know someone in need just let me know. Right now our list is about 40 people.  Remember that this ministry is about 

contact with people we do not see as often as before. 

Toys! Toys! Toys! 

Outreach will not have a one day event this year. We will be collecting toys through 

Sunday, December 12th. We are in need of preschool age 4 games and educational 

toys. We will be providing Christmas for 1 class at Perea Preschool.            

Hey, All you wanna-be Shepherds, Angels and various Christmasy- people: 

I’m looking for 10 – 12 people between the ages of 7 to 97 to do some acting.  This is part of 

the Children’s Christmas program on Dec. 12th.  Just a few rehearsals, no lines to memorize, 

and most of the costumes provided.  How easy can it be! I’ve got a few people helping, but as 

always I need more.  If you are interested, please call me 901- 270-1442.   

Merry Christmas,  

Teresa Yarwood  

Additional Advent Worship Opportunities 

Blue Christmas: Tuesday, December 21 at 7:00pm in the Chapel 

Candlelight and Communion: Friday, December  24 at 5:00 and 7:00pm in 

the Sanctuary 

Watchnight/Covenant Renewal: Friday, December 31 at 7:00pm in the 

Chapel 



 

 

The other day I was in worship. My mom was in 

worship too.  I was upstairs in the balcony sitting 

by myself and my mom was downstairs sitting by 

herself. It wasn’t until I was coming down to com-

munion and from the steps I saw my mom speak-

ing to other church members. All of a sudden I thought “ I bet they think I’m terrible not 

sitting with my mother during worship.” I’m sure they thought certainly I would sit with 

her so she wouldn’t have to sit by herself. But you see, that’s how it has always has been. I asked my mom did that both-

er her? And she said “I have never sat with you in worship -always by myself even when you were little. Your dad and 

your brothers would sit in the back and I would sit in the front.”  I asked her why and she told me that when she came to 

church on Sunday morning she came to worship.  I remember my mom always involved in the UMW and always sewing 

or doing for the church when I was growing up and my dad leading committees. But, I had it all wrong about worship. 

My mom and dad would get us there and make sure we attended. But apparently, my dad and my brothers and I were a 

little distracting for her. I laughed when she said that “your dad would clean his fingernails and move around especially 

with three fidgety children”. I had to laugh because I remember my mom never being with us on Sunday.  But looking 

back, I am sure she was the one that got us all dressed and ready to go and no doubt, I’m sure that was an undertaking! 

Then she would find her seat in the front and we in the back. I remember my dad leaning on the side of the pew arm and 

occasionally napping. But let’s be clear, he said he was just “resting his eyes”. Isn’t it funny what you remember from 

your childhood?  I got the memory all wrong and had no idea how I somewhat followed in my mom‘s footsteps. I sit in 

the balcony because I come to worship. I love having a bird’s eye view and I love to focus on why I am there. Sometimes, 

I am joined by my children and that makes me blessed but I am always joined by God- and that is why I come. 

I never considered myself as a Mary in the Martha and Mary story until my mom shared this with me.  I like doing, go-

ing, being with the youth, my family and my brothers and sisters in Christ at church and share God’s love but on Sunday 

morning I like to sit and listen for God’s voice during worship. It’s a time to refresh. It’s a time to be filled. And I am so 

grateful that I learned that from my mom.  Thanks Mom! I know I am an adult but you still help me with growing in my 

faith!  

Why do you come to worship on Sunday morning? How do you worship? I hope you are there to listen for God‘s 

voice.  Luke 10:41 & 42: “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many things, but few 

things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.” 

I hope you have a blessed day! 

 

 

 

 

Lynn Thompson 
Director of Youth Ministries 
lthompson@bartlettumc.org 



 

 

  Happy December Friends! !  

   It is with a heavy heart that I write this last newsletter article as your Director of     

Children’s Ministries. Serving our youngest disciples over the past 4.5 years has 

brought me joy, peace, patience, hope and so very much love. Unfortunately, tensions 

and conflicts have arisen that are impeding my well-being, leading me to make the   

difficult decision to take a different route in my service to Bartlett United Methodist 

Church. I look forward to continuing to support the mission of Bartlett United Methodist Church with my prayers, my 

presence, my gifts, my service and my witness. 

 I find it difficult to put into words what the past 4.5 years have meant to me, and I know that when words fail, music 

speaks. I think these lyrics from the Garth Brooks song, “What I’m Thankful For” sum it all up… 

 What I’m thankful for ain’t on no list, for it only in my heart exists 

For time has helped me understand, the things I can’t hold in my hand. 

 For those that came before my turn, from whom I’ve gathered lessons learned 

That light the path that lies ahead, I see them as I bow my head. 

 Yes, I’m thankful for the Lord above, the gift of His unending love 

The promise kept that there is something more, these are the things I’m thankful for. 

 For our children hear this prayer, Let love surround them everywhere 

And may their children’s children know, the one from whom all blessings flow. 

 Yes, I’m thankful for the Lord above, the gift of His unending love 

The promise kept that there is something more, these are the things I’m thankful for. 

And amidst these gifts and presents, we receive this holiday 

May we take a thoughtful second, just to fold our hands and pray 

 Yes, I’m thankful for the Lord above, the gift of His unending love 

The promise kept that there is something more, these are the things I’m thankful for. 

Thank you friends, for being supportive, loving and grace filled. Thank you for allowing me the privilege of being in min-

istry with you and trusting me with your children and grandchildren. I am thankful for you all and pray nothing but 

blessings on each of you and the work of Bartlett United Methodist Church. 

 In Christ, 

Shari 

  
Shari Russenberger 
Director of Children’s Ministries 

srussenberger@bartlettumc.org 

On Saturday December 4th we will once again offer our activity of “Walking through 

a Winter Wonderland”. Tickets are $5 per person and you will register for one of 

2 timed sessions (1:00-2:15 or 2:45-4:00),  you can arrive anytime within your time 

slot, and will be sent into the wonderland as soon as we can get you in, while allowing 

space between groups. Please note, you may have to wait a few minutes upon arrival 

to begin – we are asking for a whole lot of grace and understanding as we navigate 

this event! Once inside the “Winter Wonderland” you will travel between stations 

where you will be given different “goodies” to fill your gift bag, we anticipate this lasting about 20-30 minutes. These 

“goodies” include: reindeer food, crafts, candy/icing, gingerbread house, and a few other surprises. And, Santa will here, 

too! To register for this event, go to our website and click on “Connect”.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Shari Russenberger (srussenberger@bartlettumc.org) for more 

information.  

mailto:srussenberger@bartlettumc.org


 

 

Year-end Odds and Ends 

 

Contribution statements will be emailed to those for whom we have email addresses on or before 

Tuesday, January 11 (barring any technical difficulties).  Please make sure you and/or your spouse 

check your inbox, SPAM, clutter, and junk files around that time!  Those who do not receive their 

statements electronically will have them mailed by January 21.  If you have not received your 

statement by the end of January, please contact me. 

I will be submitting our personalized offering envelope list to the printer on February 1.  If you 

would like personalized offering envelopes, please indicate that on your 2022 Commitment card 

when you turn it in or call me to let me know.  As a reminder, if you typically donate by check, envelopes are not a neces-

sity but a personal preference for some. 

If you’re not able to make it to in-person service and would like to save some money on postage, BUMC does offer a se-

cure online giving service.  You can set up a recurring payment and then let technology take care of the rest.  Please visit 

our website at www.bartlettumc.org/give for more information.  Not tech savvy?  Call me in the church office and I will 

be happy to walk you through. 

I can’t wait to see what 2022 has in store for Bartlett UMC and I look forward to working with you to make it happen! 

God bless 

 

Rachel Hasty 

Senior Accountant 

rhasty@bartlettumc.org 

        

There will be no Fun Club Meeting in 

December. Stay tuned for information 

regarding the next meeting on  

Tuesday, January 18, 2022 

 

Attention Amazon shoppers!! 

Help support Bartlett UMC while you’re doing your Amazon shopping.  AmazonSmile is a 

website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and shopping features as    Am-

azon.com. The difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Founda-

tion will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the charitable   organiza-

tion of your choice.  To sign up, all you have to do is go to smile.amazon.com—on your first visit, you will need to select 

Bartlett UMC as your charity to support.  Once a quarter the AmazonSmile Foundation sends us a check for the amount 

generated by your purchases.  This is a really easy way to help support the ministries of Bartlett UMC while    doing your 

online shopping!  Call Rachel Hasty at 386-4563 if you have any questions or need more information. 

Do you love to travel? Meet new people? See new sights? Join the Fun Club in 2022 for two 

new adventures!  

Canyon Country (America's canyons/Las Vegas)--May 6, 2022 

Croatia and Its Islands--September 23, 2022 

 

Brochures for these trips are available in the church office. For further questions and to 

find out about early booking bonuses, contact Treva Jolley (490-8030).  



 

 

Eddie Lindsey 
Maintenance/Facility    
Supervisor 
elindsey@bartlettumc.org 

The Sanctuary roofing is done. If you didn’t see the crew working when you were driving by 

then there are some picture on the church’s Facebook page thanks to Lynn. 

By the time this newsletter gets out all of the inside painting will be done. This includes the  

Sanctuary basement, hallways, bathrooms, Oaks hall and the Sanctuary. 

The exterior painting of the church hasn’t started yet. When this is complete, it will give a 

fresh look for the next decade of worshiping and fellowshipping. 

 Have a blessed week! 

JT Forrester 
Director of Recreation 
jtforrester@bartlettumc.org 

The following activities take place in the LEC Gym each week (excluding holidays): 

Pickleball--Tuesdays, 7:00pm 

Zumba--Thursdays, 5:30pm (($3/class) 

Volleyball--Thursdays, 6:30pm  

All adults are invited to come to the gym for some exercise and fun!  

Friday, December 17 @ 7pm 

Saturday, December 18 @ 7pm 

Sunday, December 19 @ 3pm 

Tickets on sale soon! 

Mark your calendars!  

Joyful Noise presents... 
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Need a breather? A few moments to rest in God’s presence? Join us every 

Wednesday at noon in the Chapel for prayer and communion.  How can we 

pray for you today?  If you cannot attend, let the pastors know your joys and 

concerns and we will pray for and with you. 

Saturday, December 11 at 8:00am                           

Cook Fellowship Hall 

Join us for a light breakfast, fellowship, and   

speaker. Breakfast is $5 and first timers                 

eat for free! 

Please call the church office to reserve your spot.       

All men are invited!  Bring a friend! 

Tuesday, December 14 at 10:00am  

Cook Fellowship Hall 

All women are invited for a speaker and light lunch. 


