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       Greetings, friends, in the name of our Spirit-sending Lord! 

  I pray that each of you and your families are well as we continue to navigate less-than-certain 
  times.  There are still lots of question marks swirling about as we try to figure out the safest 

ways we might reintegrate some semblance of normalcy into our lives.  Adding to the chaos 
is that this is the time of year when, in our denomination, pastoral appointments are an-
nounced––variably experienced across our churches with rejoicing or with grief or something 
in between.   

 
Our announcement was made on May 10.  But for the benefit of those who may not 
have seen the Facebook post or YouTube video: Bishop Bill McAlilly and the Nashville 
Area Cabinet project my reappointment as senior pastor for the Bartlett United Method-
ist Church in the forthcoming conference year; they likewise project the reappointment 
of the Rev. Andy Thompson and the Rev. Bernardo Zapata as associate pastors.  I count 
myself fortunate to remain with you––and count myself graced with such colleagues, 
whose gifts for ministry are of immeasurable value to our shared mission. 

 

It’s hard to believe that the church and I are beginning our third year of ministry togeth-
er, but I’m grateful daily for the blessing of being among you, helping to shepherd you, 
and witnessing your extraordinary capacity to live and love as Jesus.  But this is espe-
cially true during this challenging season, in which you’ve shown remarkable generosi-
ty and resiliency; you’ve continued to be the Church in unprecedented circumstances as 
we’ve traversed uncharted territory.  For that, I praise God—and I thank you. 

 

As this year began, I invited us toward Seeing 20/20: toward opening our eyes that we might observe Jesus as we ought 
in the places and people around us––and, having observed him, join him there.  While present circumstances are devas-
tating on many levels and for a plethora of reasons, they’re also opportunity for us to do precisely this: to perceive the 
ways that our Lord’s working, and to put ourselves to joining that work as his hands and feet.  So how are you Seeing 
20/20?  How and where are you noticing Jesus' presence and movement?  And how are you living what you see in a 
way which communicates that each of us are sheltered in grace? 

 

Kristy and I love and are praying for each of you.  Please pray for us, for one another, and for all the staff and other 
leadership of our church.  I look forward to coming alongside of you over the next year, and celebrating what God will 
do in and through us! 

 

May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
Pastor Jason 

Rev. Jason W. Jones 
Senior Pastor 
jjones@bartlettumc.org 



 

 

Joys and Concerns 
 
 
Congratulations to David and Katie Caudle 

upon the birth of their son, Noah.  The proud 

BUMC grandmother is Lisa Morgan. 

 

Sympathy is expressed to Charlie Reddin and 

Janice Witt upon the death of his son and her 

grandson, Jared Otte; to Carol Shrein upon the 

death of her father,  Don Garey; to Tami Hanna 

upon the death of her sister and sister in law; to 

Fred Warner Sr. upon the death of his son, Fred 

Warner, Jr.; to Larry Bailey upon the death of 

his sister, Evelyn White; to Doug Moore upon 

the death of his mother, Anita Moore; to Mike 

Albert upon the death of his mother, Joann   

Albert; to Janet Wiens upon the death of her 

brother, Steve; to Treva Jolley upon the death 

of her mother in law, Velma Jolley. 

Our Gifts 

 

Operating Budget    Weekly Need: $27,387.00 

April 5-$55,801.50 April 30-$18,172.00 

April 12-$20,651.00 May 3-$13,705.00 

April 19-$18,984.50 May 10-$13,597.00 

April 26-$16,059.00 May 17-$17,611.50 

     

Building Fund           Weekly Need: $5,623.00 

April 5-$3,502.50  April 30-$2,697.00 

April 12-$4,272.00 May 3-$2,320.00 

April 19-$6,078.50 May 10-$2,112.00 

April 26-$3,775.00 May 17-$3,215.50 

Please send a card to a BUMC member and let them know                                

the church is thinking  about them.  

Bob and Martha Hurston 

1550 N. Parkway 

Memphis, TN 38112 

Ann Kinney 

Allen Morgan Health and Rehab Center 

177 N. Highland St. Apt. 342 

Memphis, TN 38111 

Ann Kirchoff 

Kings Daughters and Sons 

3568 Appling 

Bartlett, TN 38133 

Riley Mitchell 

768 Ascalmore Creek Rd. 

Cascilla, MS 38920 

Wayne Montgomery 

3132 Battleboro Dr. 

Bartlett, TN 38134 

J.C. Penny 

5767 Richburg Cv. 

Memphis, TN 38135 

 

 

 

 

Lillian Boyd 

1135 Erwin White Rd. 

Mantee, MS 39751 

Elizabeth Brown 

1191 Garden Rd.  

Memphis, TN 38134 

Dixie Carpenter 

7451 Overcreek Ln. 

Bartlett, TN 38133 

Mary Day 

805 Bert Johnson Ave. Apt. 2A 

Covington, TN 38019 

Dorothy Freeman 

26 Weatherstone Dr.  

Jackson, TN 38305 

Betty Glatt 

6119 Elmore Rd. 

Memphis, TN 38134 

H.T. and Catherine Graddy 

3860 Westridge Dr. 

Bartlett, TN 38134 

 

 

 

Frances Perry 

Applingwood Healthcare 

1536 Appling Care Ln. 

Cordova, TN 38016 

Sue Ray 

Brookdale Germantown  

7701 Poplar Ave. Rm 123  

Germantown, TN 38138 

Linda Smith 

6001 Steeplechase Dr. 

Bartlett, TN 38134 

Mary Anne Smith 

Robinwood 

2795 Kirby Whitten #104 

Bartlett, TN 38134 

Virginia Yarwood 

Hearthside Senior Living 

7480 Summer Ave #124 

Bartlett, TN 38133 



 

 

                Hey friends!! 

                I don’t know exactly where to start with this 

article, as a normal June would bring a flur-

ry of activity and a long list of needs/wants, 

and this June, well, it doesn’t. 

I will start by stating how much I miss you 

all. I MISS YOU ALL!!! I miss the smiling faces, the sleepy faces, the 

grumpy faces wandering the children’s hallways on Sunday mornings. I miss 

the pretty dresses, the handsome clothes, the dinosaurs, cars, and doll babies. I miss it ALL! I have loved seeing videos 

and pictures of you all, trying to find your way in our new world of “safer at home” and “sheltered in grace”.  

Since the last time I sent out a newsletter article, a lot has changed. It’s as if we went to bed one night and woke up in an 

alternate universe where nothing was the same! I want to address some of the things I have been doing since we were all 

last together in Mid-March. 

In lieu of our typical Easter Eggstravaganza, I organized a drive by Easter Bunny Egg Drop. With the help of the bunny 

we visited over 40 homes and dropped off Easter Eggs and Easter crafts. It was amazing to see children (and adults) 

from the church and to tell them how much I missed them. I hope that those who received visits enjoyed it as much I as 

enjoyed doing it! 

Weekly I try to release 3 videos through facebook and youtube for the young and young at heart. These typically include 

2 children’s books and a devotion/bible lesson. If you have not had a chance to check them out, I encourage you to do 

so!  

I have had to evaluate my summer schedule of Children’s activities and am so very sad to say that for the month of June 

we will not be having Serve Camp or any other Children’s activities as originally planned. As we work to return to the 

building in a safe and methodical manner, I hope to be able to offer some activities in July!! Be on the lookout for infor-

mation about those events through our church website, facebook and church services. I can’t wait until it is safe and we 

are able to join together again!  

I would like to send a HUGE THANK YOU, to the Sunday School teachers who have sent cards, emails, messages and 

prayers towards the kids they are used to seeing on Sunday mornings. I would be lost without you and you have helped 

keep the kids engaged through various ways. I appreciate you and can’t wait to give you hugs and thank you in person!! 

I also hope that you are resting during this break, because the kids are going to be READY to see you and each other 

when they can!!  

I can’t wait to be back together and be able to see your smiling, sleepy, grumpy, excited faces! Until we are together 

again, please keep an eye on facebook/youtube for my weekly stories and check the church website/facebook for gather-

ing information. 

Stay safe and healthy and I will see you soon!! 

In Christ, 

Ms. Shari 

 
Shari Russenberger 
Director of Children’s Ministries 

srussenberger@bartlettumc.org 



 

 

          I have missed seeing all of you and the children during this unusual time of distancing 

and isolation.  Occasionally, I come across recordings of music that are comforting and 

give hope.  Twice in the last few weeks, I have heard different arrangements of “It Is 

Well with My Soul”.  In one arrangement, the third stanza, which is my favorite of this 

hymn, was omitted.  In the other arrangement, the first two words were changed to “He 

lives” instead of “My sin”, so I have decided that it is often a misunderstood stanza.   

During my seminary days, one of the required classes was choral arranging.  Writing or arranging music is not one of my 

strengths, so I decided to take the class during a J-term (January, June, or July).  That way I would only have to struggle 

four weeks instead of a whole semester.  Understanding poetry is also not one of my strengths.  Hopefully you are all 

better at it than I.  Anyway, one day someone arranged, “It Is Well” for one of their projects.  Personally, I had never 

completely understood, the first part of the third stanza, “My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought!” until Dr. Boud 

explained it in class.  

The hymn writer, Horatio G. Spafford, starts his thought “My sin” then has another thought come into his mind “oh, the 

bliss of this glorious thought”.  Have you ever become sidetracked in your thoughts?  Then, he starts over with the com-

plete “glorious thought”, “My sin, not in part, but the whole, is nailed to the cross, and I bare it no more, praise the Lord, 

praise the Lord, O my soul!” Jesus took all of my sin, not just part of it, but all of it to the cross, and I no longer have to 

carry it.  Isn’t that the most “glorious thought”?   That day in class was the day the third stanza of “It Is Well” became 

one of my favorite hymn stanzas.   

If any of you have favorite hymns you would like to share with me, please feel free to email me with your stories.      

karens@bartlettumc.org  

 

 
Karen Strawhecker 
Assoc. Dir. of Music Ministries 
karens@bartlettumc.org 

Gallery News 

Join us for "Lunch at the Gallery", June 28th, 2020 at 1:00.  This event is very exclusive with one 

table per gallery, each table seats four. Lunch is free and reservations are required. A simple lunch 

consisting of various sandwiches and snacks, water, coffee, and soda will be provided. Make your 

reservations for the following dates: June 28, July 26, Aug. 30, Sept .27, Oct. 25, Nov. 29, and   

Dec. 27. 

The Mid-South Art Gallery will open June 9th from 12:30 -4:00 and will resume our regular gallery 

hours Wed.-Sat. 11:30 - 4:00 each day. Private viewing is available Wed.-Fri. from 2-4pm. Reservations are required. 

If you wish to be a volunteer, please contact Morris at 901-409-8705 or email at mable1002000@aol.com. Docent re-

sponsibilities are to assist visitors through galleries, get to know the art and answer questions based on your 

knowledge or direct the visitor to information at the front desk.  

If you are an artist and have ever wanted to exhibit your art, contact us, bring around a sample of your work and ex-

plore the possibilities. Appointments are required. 

Stop by or make a reservation for the gallery by contacting Morris at 901-409-8705 or email at 

mable1002000@aol.com. The gallery is located at 2945 Shelby St. (next door to the church). 



 

 

“Let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the found-

er and perfecter of our faith.” Hebrews 12:1-2 

on your mark get set go...  

Phrase. (sports) A three-command start when racing: on your mark (get on your lane/spot) get set (get to starting posi-

tion) go! 

I have been thinking about this familiar phrase lately.  We have been in this pandemic for quite some time now and it 

seems like the “new norm” will be heading our way soon.  And I guess that is why I keep thinking about how ready I am 

for the GO!  I know you are as well.    

But I would like to offer this thought and that is that we don’t need to “jump the gun” as they say without, as the meaning 

states, first getting in our lane and get in position.  On the 3 day walks I have been on - I love the phrase - “it’s not a 

race...it’s a journey”. These next few weeks, as a body of Christ we will need to make sure we don’t make a false start only 

to find our way back to the beginning.  Let’s see it as a new journey. It is important that we take every precaution to protect 

and care for our brothers and sisters in Christ.  It is not a race to return to what was but a journey through what could be an 

amazing new look on our faith.  Will it be easy? Definitely not - we can’t just jump back into things throwing hazard to the 

wind but must step into it and positioning ourselves in a Christ-like perspective-  easing and getting our footing into that 

lane for a bit. 

The scripture never mentions to win the race or be first place ...but to run the race with perseverance and most importantly 

LOOKING TOWARD JESUS - and that’s a GREAT PLAN for what is ahead at the finish line.  This is unchartered territo-

ry and praying we all work together over these next weeks especially for His Kingdom. 

Praying you stay safe and well. 

In Christ, 

Lynn Thompson  

 
 

 
Lynn Thompson 
Director of Youth Ministries 
lthompson@bartlettumc.org 

Congratulations to our class of 2020 high school graduates!  They are (left to right) Kate Andrews, 

Sophie Demetriou, Reese Miller, Banks Caughman, Lily Beth Norris, Grace Proseus, and Maggie 

Alexander (not pictured).  BUMC is proud of you and your achievements! 



 

 

Bartlett United Methodist Preschool held a virtual Trike-A-Thon last week. The direc-

tor, Jennifer Steadman, recorded herself explaining why the preschool was participat-

ing in the Trike-A-Thon and reading the book from St. Jude about Bikewell Bear and 

the bicycle safety rules he learns at school. This was shared with the students and in-

vited them to participate in online fundraising on their own and prepare for Trike-A-

Thon at their own homes. On the day of the event Mrs. Steadman shared a video re-

viewing the bicycle safety rules and counting down to get everyone started. Through 

our online fundraising, BUMPS has raised over $3,800 for St. Jude!   



 

 

Project Transformation is still on for the summer. It is a revised plan that includes making summer camp bags for every 

child. We are to provide 70 bags. This is the list of materials needed for each bag: 

 new children’s book (1st-8th grade) 

 stress ball 

 bubbles 

 construction paper (1 pack) 

 markers (1 pack) 

 child scissors 

 snack (2-3 servings, no peanuts) examples are pretzels, microwave popcorn, granola bars, fruit cups, etc. 

We are set for the June 8th week at Scenic Hills UMC. If you are interested in providing one or more bags and for     

additional instructions on making the bags, please let Perry Martini know by emailing him at pmartini@bartlettumc.org 

or text or call at 901-634-0804. All items must be new.  

  

We will also be asking for 1 or 2 volunteers for June 8-11 to hand out meals each day from 11am-1pm and bags on 

Thursday at SHUMC.  

ELVIS HAS LEFT THE BUILDING...and on his way 

to send a “Hunka Hunka Youth Group LOVE!!!!” 

Coming to a BUMC youth home near you! ...Thank 

ya! Thank ya very much!   



 

 

Bartlett United Methodist Church 
5676 Stage Road  •  Bartlett, TN 38134 
Phone: 901/386-4563 
Fax: 901/386-9927                                
 

 

www.bartlettumc.org 
 

 

The Fun Club has an exciting trip scheduled for 2020.  If you like new adventures and                                                       

traveling with fun loving friends come join us! 

Discover the Highlights of Norway, Sept 11-19, 2020 

Highlights:  Overnight flight to Oslo, Norway, city tour including the Viking Ship Museum.  Leaving Oslo enter the fjord region 

with majestic landscapes.  Visit Borgund Stave Church built in honor of the Apostle Andrew in 1180.  To arriving into the fjord 

of  Flam, cross the terrain on the renowned Flam Railway, one of the steepest train rides in the world and be captivated by waterfalls, 

mountains and valleys. 

Leaving Flam transverse the Briksdal Glacier in a traditional "troll" car (the park's open air vehicle). This glacier is considered to be 

the most awe-inspiring in all Norway.  Enjoy an exhilarating Geirangerfjord cruise to discover Norway's mightiest waterfalls and 

homesteads built along steep mountain sides. Bergen, founded by Viking warriors, offers old world charm. Learn details on a guided 

walking tour of Bergen along the historic and iconic Bryggen harbor front. 

Brochures available in the church office.  Register early and take advantage of the early booking discount.  Questions?    

Contact Treva Jolley, 490-8030 

BARTLETT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH NEWS 

USPS#087-010 published semi-monthly by 

Bartlett United Methodist Church, 5676 Stage Road, Bartlett, TN 

Periodicals postage is paid at Memphis, TN 


