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                Greetings, friends, in the name of Bethlehem’s Child, 

           December is once again upon us, which means that Christmas is right around the corner.  It’s a 

 time to celebrate, and to break out the traditions that make this time of year so special to us and our   

 families.  Alongside the special worship opportunities, the cavalcade of classic movies, the gift giving, 

 and the ugly sweaters, one of my favorite aspects of this time of year is the music.  Yes I know, radio           

stations and retailers start playing it earlier and earlier every year (Kristy and I were met by a barrage of 

it while in the Smokies in early November), and some of you may be tired of it by the time we actually 

reach the Nativity.  But for me, there’s something indescribably special about the music—especially the 

   solemn hymnody—that surrounds this season. 

          Among my favorites are some that I suspect you might be similarly fond of.  My holiday preparations can’t begin without 

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus.”  Little punctuates the jubilation of this time like “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” or “Joy to the 

World.”  And no Christmas Eve gathering is complete without singing of that holy “Silent Night.” 

          But another favorite—albeit less celebrated—song has always been “Good King Wenceslas.”  I’d 

heard it from a young age, but never paid much attention to it until I had to learn it while in middle 

school band—at which point, intrigued by its lyrics, I began to research its origins.  The carol is based on 

an historical Bohemian duke, St. Wenceslaus I, and tells of a king going on a journey and braving harsh 

winter weather to give alms to a peasant on the Feast of St. Stephen (the Second Day of Christmas,    

December 26).  Which, in itself, is a beautiful message that’s worthy of our attention and our aspiration; 

indeed, the carol’s last line reads, “Therefore, Christian men, be sure, wealth or rank possessing, ye who 

will now bless the poor, shall find yourselves a blessing.”  

          Still there’s another, perhaps subtler message that I find even more poignant.  Stanzas 3-5 tell us 

that, during the journey, the king’s page is about to give up the struggle against the biting cold.  He’s lost 

heart, and seems ready to quit.  But he’s enabled to continue by listening to the king’s instruction and following his footprints—step 

by step—through the deep snow. 

          In this and every season, Church, we’d do well to be reminded that, in the deep snows of life—in the perilous and uncertain 

terrain; in the storms that blur our vision; in the icy harshness that’d send us retreating for safer, warmer places—we’re called to 

find the footprints of the One “born a child and yet a King,” and to follow them step by step.  They won’t always be obviously   

before us or easy to see, but if we listen for his call as he’s out front leading we’ll find the path he’s made for us: one that leads to 

hope, love, joy, and peace. 

Advent and Christmas blessings, 

Pastor Jason 

Rev. Jason W. Jones 
Senior Pastor 
jjones@bartlettumc.org 

Joys and Concerns 

Operating Budget    Weekly Need: $27,387.00  Building Fund    Weekly Need: $5,623.00 

October 25-$16,860.50 November 8-$16,979.00                   October 25-$3,524.50   November 8-$3,149.00  

November 1-$12,505.00 November 15-$13,820.50   November 1-$2,085.00     November 15-$3,101.50 

Sympathy is expressed to Pat Houghton upon the death of her sister, Jeanette Faye Hensley; to Terri, Josh, and Matt Cunningham 

upon the death of her mother and their grandmother, Mary Josephine “Jo” Hall; to the McLure family upon the death of our 

church member, Sue McLure; to Larry Perry upon the death of his wife and our church member, Frances Perry; to Sylvia      

Clements upon the death of her mother, Sue Freeze. 

Our Gifts 



 

 

   I can’t believe Thanksgiving is over and Christ-

mas is right around the corner.  We just celebrated 

a holiday of Thanks … and I have been thinking 

about that.   In Luke chapter 17 there is an amaz-

ing story of Gratitude.  Jesus was traveling when 

10 lepers called out to Jesus to have pity on 

them.  You may be familiar with the story…Jesus 

tells them to go show themselves to the priests…

and they would be healed.  What starts out as a story I think of Jesus’ healing abilities is a story much more importance.  As all 10 

were healed, only one returned to give thanks to Jesus.  Can you believe that – only one guy came back to say thank you.  But this is 

the main lesson Jesus shares – He told that one guy… who knew what a miracle it was…who understood Jesus could have passed 

him by…who understood that this wasn’t anything ordinary…who understood that he was changed and would never be the same 

again…who in a nutshell GOT IT as to having gratitude for this gift -that he was truly healed completely.  Jesus told that one guy 

that his faith had made him well.  See…Jesus was, I think, telling that one guy that it was more than being polite giving thanks but 

that he was the only one who had truly understood the love that His healing was all about.  That this-  God’s love isn’t superficial 

but unconditional and when we understand that we can truly be healed. 

So during this holiday season – I want to learn to say thank you not because a holiday calls for it but for all that God has done for 

me…like all of the caring people He has given me, family, friends…for all the times I have called out to Him and He heals me and 

all those times that bring joy and hope for me in this world.  I want to really think about that so that when I return to the manger, 

after the year we have had, to say THANK YOU for being present in these uncertain times and to give thanks for the gift of salva-

tion from a little baby born in a manger -I can say thank you…really THANK YOU for all I am given. You see I want to be that one 

guy!  

 

 

 

Lynn Thompson 

Director of Youth Ministries 

lthompson@bartlettumc.org 

JT Forrester 
Director of Recreation 
jtforrester@bartlettumc.org 

Unfortunately, because of COVID restrictions, the children will not be able to 

participate in our usual basketball league this season.  I am, however, making a 

plan for kids who are interested in playing to still have fun and learn the sport.  

Stay tuned for more information pertaining to children’s basketball in the    

beginning of next year. If you have any questions or concerns regarding this or 

any recreational needs, please email me. 

The Vital Circle’s Christmas Service Project was to fill 40 

gift bags for Luther Terrace Residents (Golden Cross). 

Vital Circle members are (left to right): Marcia Hall, Sharon 

Veglio, Susan Wilkes, Susan Wood, Lynn Evans, Beth    

Simmons, Jeanne Beach, and Pody Willis (behind the      

camera). 



 

 

                  Happy Advent Friends! 

         Can you believe that December is upon us and we are just a few short weeks away from 

putting 2020 in our rear view mirror? In some ways this year has dragged on and on, and in 

other ways, like every year, it is gone in a blink of an eye. 

     On November 13, 10 children and one youth volunteer helped Perry and I assemble 25 

Thanksgiving baskets. It is always good for the soul to see our youngest disciples ready to 

serve our church and community. Thank you to Sam, Elliot, Eli, Evan, James, Annie, Alaina, Brylee, Miles, Madi, and Kylie for 

your service, you are true examples of what it means to serve and be disciples of Jesus Christ! 

      On Saturday, December 5th the Children’s Council will be holding our “Walking Through a Winter Wonderland” event. There 

are limited tickets available, please contact me for more information or to grab tickets to this fun, socially distanced event!  

     As we reflect back on 2020, I hope you are able to find things to be grateful for. I know I am beyond grateful for the extra time 

with Paul and Wyatt that I received as a by-product of the COVID-19 pandemic. The days where Wyatt is home with us are num-

bered, and I am thankful for the extra family time filled with board and card games, movies, swimming, and fun times made of an 

otherwise not great situation. I am grateful for the ways I saw God working in our midst – with the congregational outpouring of 

love and support, with the emails, texts and phone calls checking in, with the prayer time, church recordings, book readings. 2020 

was a strange year, and like every year, it had ups and downs. I pray that as we ring in 2021, you are able to reflect, finding more 

ups than downs.  

I’m praying for a safe and healthy end to your year, and praying 2021 greets you favorably.  

In Christ, 

Shari 

  
Shari Russenberger 
Director of Children’s Ministries 

srussenberger@bartlettumc.org 



 

 

             Toy Collection 

On December 6th Outreach will collect toys for our Christmas 

season. We are in need of preschool aged (3-4) games and 

educational toys for our Christmas at Perea Preschool. You 

may bring toys at any time before then, during worship     

service that day, or at our collection from  2pm-4pm that   

                                           afternoon.  

Thanksgiving Boxes 

As of this writing, we are committed to 96 Thanksgiving boxes. We have delivered to Bartlett Elementary, Perea Preschool, and  

Calhoun Tabernacle of Praise in the Horton community.  

 

Room in the Inn 

December 22nd is our next RITI. We are still limited to 2 or 3 volunteers. If anyone would like to serve as an overnight monitor, 

please let me know. The overnight person can arrive at 10pm and leave around 6:30am.  

 
 

 
Perry Martini 
Director of Outreach Ministries 
pmartini@bartlettumc.org 

  It’s hard to believe Christmas is almost 

          here! The children have already been hard 

          at work on a virtual Christmas program to  

          be presented on Sunday, December 13th. 

They started working on their Christmas 

songs several weeks ago.  They are work-

ing on readings, solos, a choir piece, and 

handbell pieces to be recorded and        

              compiled into a movie.   

     Our BUMC children are always amazing in their willingness to try to new things, and persevere through the different challenges 

of presenting music during Covid. They are probably more technically savvy than I am! Their spirits have been uplifting during an 

uncertain time.  I hope you enjoy their presentation celebrating the birth of our Lord and Savior! 

 
Karen Strawhecker 
Assoc. Dir. of Music Ministries 
karens@bartlettumc.org 

Attention Amazon shoppers!! 

 

Help support Bartlett UMC while you’re doing your Amazon shopping.  AmazonSmile is a website 

operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. The 

difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% 

of the purchase price of eligible products to the charitable organization of your choice.  To sign up, 

all you have to do is go to smile.amazon.com—on your first visit, you will need to select Bartlett 

UMC as your charity to support.  Once a quarter the AmazonSmile Foundation sends us a check for 

the amount generated by your purchases.  This is a really easy way to help support the ministries of 

Bartlett UMC while doing your online shopping!  Call Rachel Hasty at 386-4563 if you have any 

questions or need more information. 

from Rachel 

           Ra-
chel 

Rachel Hasty 
Senior Accountant 
rhasty@bartlettumc.org 



 

 

Eddie Lindsey 
Maintenance/Facility    
Supervisor 
elindsey@bartlettumc.org 

Pastor’s Bible Study | Advent: Preparing Our Hearts to Prepare the Way 

Introduction 

 Advent is a season of hope and expectation.  It’s a time in which we “prepare the way of the Lord” (Mark 1.3).  Advent 

candles, wreaths, and calendars are joined with as-yet unfinished nativity scenes to mark our preparations for the birth of Jesus 

Christ.  This Bible study celebrates the season with reflections focused on the preparation of the people of God for the work of 

the new year: the work of feeding, clothing, accompanying, and advocating with our neighbors for a just world in which all have 

what they need.  In short, the aim of this study is to help each of us better understand and better live into the mission of the 

Church.  The four sessions of this study are based on the scripture readings for each week of Advent, and will follow the Sunday 

that’s just passed. 

 This study will take place virtually, and will be available on the church’s Facebook and YouTube pages each Wednes-

day at 10:30 AM (they may be accessed anytime after this).  Participants who watch the video as it premieres, are encouraged to 

interact with one another in the comment sections. 

Syllabus 

• December 2: Beginning at the End: Suffering & Hope (Mark 13.24-37)  

• December 9: Our Baptismal Calling (Isaiah 40.1-11; Mark 1.1-8)  

• December 16: Movers & Shakers (John 1.6-8, 19-28)  

• December 23: The World Is About to Turn (Luke 1.26-38)  

If you haven’t been to church lately or maybe you 

have and if it seems different in the back parking lot 

it’s because the wood fence and the white house are 

gone. Mrs. Barr, who had lived there for over 30 years, 

moved to Kings Daughters and Sons.  

Now you can look and see the school 

from the church parking lot. With the open space, my dream has been to build a pavilion 

with picnic tables for our youth to use and for other church functions. 

But for now we need to make sure we are all safe and healthy.  

 

Have a blessed week, 

 Eddie Lindsey       



 

 

Bartlett United Methodist Church 
5676 Stage Road  •  Bartlett, TN 38134 
Phone: 901/386-4563 
Fax: 901/386-9927                                
 

 

www.bartlettumc.org 
 

BARTLETT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH NEWS 

USPS#087-010 published semi-monthly by 

Bartlett United Methodist Church, 5676 Stage Road, Bartlett, TN 

Periodicals postage is paid at Memphis, TN 

 

Christmas 

 Poinsettias 

 
 

PLACE YOUR ORDER FOR A POINSETTIA TO BE DISPLAYED IN THE SANCTUARY AT CHRISTMAS.  
POINSETTIAS ARE $8.00 EACH (PAYABLE TO THE CHURCH) AND MAY BE PICKED UP               

FOLLOWING THE CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE.  LAST DAY TO ORDER IS DEC. 6. PLEASE CUT OUT 
AND MAIL OR DELIVER THIS FORM TO THE CHURCH OFFICE. 

 
Please print clearly….. 

 

IN HONOR OF __________________________________________________________________________ 

IN MEMORY OF ________________________________________________________________________ 

GIVEN BY ____________________________________________ PHONE # ________________________________ 

You may also order/pay online at bartlettumc.org   -or-  call the church office at 901.386.4563  
 -or -email to hstillwell@bartlettumc.org. 


