
 

 

Need a breather? A few moments to rest in God’s presence? Join us every Wednesday at noon 

in the Chapel for prayer and communion.  How can we pray for you today?  If you cannot 

attend, let the pastors know your joys and concerns and we will pray for and with you. 
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 Greetings, friends, in Christ’s name!   

  I pray you’ve enjoyed a blessed summer, even as—now in August—we find it winding to its 
 close.  Indeed autumn is fast approaching, signaling change in tangible ways: students and teachers               

return to classrooms real and virtual, temperatures gradually cool, and days begin to shorten.  These are 
the sorts of things which speak to us about life’s cyclical nature. 
   

And yet we’re well aware that the journey of life sometimes gets rough.  At times, we’re met with cir-

cumstances which test our limits, which threaten to break us, and which leave us gasping for air.  Many who are members or friends 

of this congregation and its surrounding community have been crawling through such times.  Either because we’ve been personally 

dealing with affliction, or because something’s befallen someone for whom we care, there are those in our circles and on our periph-

ery who feel the shadows encroaching—and wonder how or when relief will come.  

I can’t say why these devastations happen, nor can I say why God permits them; none of us can, in every context.   But, contends 

theologian Jürgen Moltmann, even if we had such answers, they wouldn’t help us to live.  Life comes as we discover where God is, 

and sense God’s presence in our suffering.  To say it another way: comfort and hope can be found in the midst of troubles by under-

standing that God is with us even (and especially) during the toughest moments.  Just as important, however, is recognizing how we 

as followers of Jesus can make God present for those who are struggling.   

 

First and foremost, we can pray.  Nothing’s more basic to the Christian life than this: taking all of our cares and concerns to the One 

who knows us better than we know ourselves.  Beyond this, though, we can offer our presence—making God present by being 

available: by sitting at the side of and sharing time with the ones who hurt.  But we can also offer our gifts and our service: things 

which let persons who are worn know that we care; ask them, “How can I assist?  What do you need?”  Such willingness to embody 

the good news goes a long way toward helping others sense Christ’s nearness.  But of course, we must also offer our witness.  We 

must be plain regarding in whose name we give what we give—for we come not merely in kindness, but as ambassadors of Jesus 

who for the sake of his Gospel bring respite to the weary. 

Will you join me in attempting to reach out to our sisters and brothers, inside the Church and out, who need to feel the love of God 

this day?  We’ll find that they’re all around us, when we take the time to look—and to see. 

Peace, 

Pastor Jason 

Rev. Jason W. Jones 
Senior Pastor 
jjones@bartlettumc.org 

Sunday, August 8 in both Worship Services 

All students and educators are welcome as we offer prayers for the new 

school year, and can bring their backpack, briefcase, or whatever              

represents school. We’ll have blessing tags to distribute, so all may    

remember during the year that our church’s love and support                 

are with them. 



 

 

 

 

 

Lynn Thompson 

Director of Youth Ministries 

lthompson@bartlettumc.org 

Just recently 40 of our youth, young adult and adults traveled to Breathitt Co. KY to serve in our 

42nd year for the Appalachia Service Project!  WHAT AN AMAZING WEEK!!!  We, as volun-

teers, were blessed beyond measure meeting and working for our brothers and sisters in Christ in 

the mountains!  Oh! the stories we heard and the fellowship we had in the simplicity of God’s  

creations!  While we were there we shared devotions, sweat, laughter, dancing and tears of joy…it 

was just Holy Ground!  I am FOREVER grateful that our church continues to support us traveling 

to the mountains to make homes warmer, safer and drier…as we learn to rest, and learn and 

grow!   I can’t wait to let you hear all about the work we were able to do and the stories we treas-

ure from our home owners.  Sooooo…mark your calendars – we are going to change it up a bit – 

Saturday August 7th at 6:00 we are going to have an “ASP Social Shindig”!  It will be a night 

to be a part of our mission with stories, pictures and fellowship.  We hope you can join us! 

In Christ, 

Lynn Thompson 



 

 

  Happy August!!  

  I can hardly believe that the summer is almost over, I feel like it was just a few days ago I was 

writing about the variety of events we would be offering this year. This summer was such a 

blessing to me, being able to spend time back with the children during Mission Camp and 

Dayshore. Both were well attended and I believe those who were present grew in their faith and 

witness. 

I want to take one more opportunity to send a HUGE THANK YOU to all those who helped this summer. Your prayers, presence, 

gifts, service and witness were felt and appreciated. To the following youth, Megan Freeman, Sydney Frye, Nyla and Ayanna 

Omollo, Paige Proseus, Daleigh Brandon, Sergio Lopez, Rhiannon Dickerson and Nick Switzer, thank you for helping this sum-

mer. Your dedication to the children this summer was incredible. The hours you invested into the children and their programs will 

pay dividends in their futures. Thank you, thank you, thank you. 

Promotion Sunday will be August 8th, at that time you will need to take your children to their new Sunday School Classes. If you 

have any questions about where those classes are, please do not hesitate to ask. We look forward to another wonderful year in Sun-

day School. I encourage you to take an opportunity on August 1st  to give a big THANK YOU to the teachers of your children’s 

current class, their dedication to Christian education is second to none and we are so grateful for their time, energy and patience. 

If your child is entering the 3rd or 4th grade, please contact Shari Russenberger with how their name should appear in their Bible, 

by August 15th. Bibles will be given on August 22nd during the 8:20 service, more information will follow regarding that presenta-

tion. 

Join us August 7th from 1-3 pm outside the church for our Prayer Pals Picnic and Popsicles activity. I can’t wait to see our Prayer 

Pals back at church to visit and share in a time of fun. We will discuss the things you learned this summer in your prayer journal 

and have a little fun! Please bring a picnic lunch/snack, popsicles will be provided! 

We are still in need of volunteers within the Children’s Ministry – 

Sunday School Teachers – 2 year old room, 3-4 year old room, Kindergarten, 1st/2nd grade, 3rd/4th grade, 5th grade 

Children’s Church – Every Sunday during the 10:50 service. 

Nursery Workers – Please let Shari Russenberger know if you are interested in working in the Nursery! 

Thank you for your continued support of the Children’s Ministry. Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns! 

In Christ, 

Shari Russenberger 

  
Shari Russenberger 
Director of Children’s Ministries 

srussenberger@bartlettumc.org 



 

 

          Our new season will be off to a fast start in just a few weeks! Wednesday, August 11th at         

6pm in the music suite area will be our registration night.  Please come and help your children find 

their rooms, meet their teachers, turn in registration forms, assign their choir robes, and receive 

calendars and information detailing the year.  Registration forms will be available in Oaks Hall, 

the Music Suite, and the church office.  August 11th is a come and go night from 6 -7 pm.  

Wednesday evening programming will begin August 18th, with Children’s Choirs at 6pm.  Children who are 3 years old by     

August 15th are eligible for Littlest Angels, our 3-4 year old choir with leader, Rebecca Jacobs. Children in Kindergarten and 1st 

grade are in Wesley Choir with Jennifer Proseus and Laura Engbretson.  2nd through 5th grade children are in Kingdom Chorale with 

Karen Strawhecker and Wanda Cheatham.   

Last month I mentioned that we need 2 assistants for Children’s Music.  One is for Littlest Angels, and the other will be in Kingdom 

Chorale.  Please let me know if you are available to help out.  

Plans are in the making for the Children’s Music first big event – the Kingdom Chorale 

Hymn Sing. To help us prepare, I need participation from our Sunday School classes. So, be 

talking about your favorite hymns. If you haven’t turned in the hymn form that was included 

in your Sunday School packets a few weeks ago, please get that to the church office to be 

placed in my box.  Children will be assigned your class favorite to sing as a solo, or as part of 

a small ensemble.  The extra hymns that are turned in will be drawn from a basket to be sung 

the night of the hymn sing.  We will begin working on the hymns as soon as we start up in 

August.  Mrs. Shari has again agreed to pull the extra hymns out of the basket!  It is always 

such a fun night of singing praises to the Lord! 

Chancel Bells, our advanced group, will begin on Monday evening August 16th at 6pm.  Celebration Ringers, our beginning adult and 

youth handbell choir will begin on Tuesday, August 24th at 6pm.  Bartlett Bells, the intermediate group will begin on Thursday,    

September 2nd at 10am.  Please take note of the Bartlett Bells new rehearsal time.  Children’s Handbells will begin Wednesday,   

August 25th at 5:30pm.   

Our handbells program will be looking forward to the premier of our commissioned piece for the 150 th Anniversary of Bartlett Unit-

ed Methodist Church on November 14th in worship!  Three of our bell choirs will be playing at the same time! Definitely something 

to anticipate!  We are so fortunate to have the space and the necessary equipment to be able to do this.   

There are openings for new handbell ringers.  If you were unable to sign up for the Refreshing Ringers event, but are interested in 

ringing, please contact me and I will be glad to help you get started.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me! 

 
Karen Strawhecker 
Assoc. Dir. of Music Ministries 
karens@bartlettumc.org 

Saturday, August 14 at 8:00am in                          

Cook Fellowship Hall 

Join us for a light breakfast, fellowship, and speaker 

Chief Jeff Cox, Bartlett Police. Breakfast is $5 and first 

timers eat for free! 

Please call the church office to reserve your spot.       

All men are invited!  Bring a friend! 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you. Romans 15:7 

Sign up to serve! We are in need of people to usher, greet, and serve as a welcome 

to guests each Sunday morning. Call the Church Office to sign up or for additional 

information. If you are interested, also, in being added to the list of those who bake 

bread for visitors, please contact the Church Office or Margaret Soles. 



 

 

        “Church 

        A human connection of love, not a building 

        A lifestyle, not a weekly activity 

An act of service, not a service to attend.” 

--Taylor Duvall 

 

Agreed, agreed, and agreed.  Never have these three points been made more abundantly clear than during the past 16+ months 

during this COVID pandemic.  While we weren’t able to gather in this place and do many of the things that we’ve come to     

depend on that fulfill our need for spiritual growth and fellowship, we did do our best to remain connected and to serve God by 

helping one another and checking on one another and continuing to serve the community in the ways that we could.  We didn’t 

need this building to do that. 

When I first came to Bartlett UMC it was to bring my daughter Caroline to the KDO summer program, followed by Preschool in 

the fall.  Before that, I had never really even passed by the church as it wasn’t on my usual route.  I don’t remember when it was 

just the chapel.  I don’t remember when the LEC and later the “new” sanctuary (that’s now not-so-new) were under construction.  

I wasn’t a part of the history that decided that 5676 Stage Road would be the permanent home of Bartlett UMC.  But I am part of 

the present and, the good Lord willing, the future of this church.  And I have come to care very deeply not only for this church as 

represented by the people, but also for this church as represented by the building. 

Maybe you’re like me.  When I walk into the sanctuary, I am calm, I am at peace.  Sure, I can be calm and at peace other places 

as well, but the sanctuary feels like home to me, much like the church I grew up in even though they are vastly different.  And the 

chapel—oh my goodness!  The chapel is more in line with the size of the church in which I grew up.  I wish I had been here 

when services were held in that space.  To see it filled to capacity, to hear the creaking floor in the balcony—it must have been 

something! I am so glad my office is in that building because I can feel its rich history. 

So, yes, while I agree the church is not the building, I still feel very much like it’s our job, as the church, to take care of this beau-

tiful building that has been entrusted to us.  We have about 6 years of payments left to make before it will be paid for in full, free 

and clear—unless we challenge ourselves to make this sooner.    Like any home, improvements and repairs are constant.  Our 

church home has another section of roofing that needs to be replaced.  Outside paint is peeling.  Inside walls are scratched and 

scarred.  The Finance Committee will soon be tasked with finding the funds to take care of these items.  Your contributions to 

Debt Retirement and Capital Improvement make this task much easier so that we can focus not so much on the church, but being 

the church. 

God bless, 

Rachel 

Rachel Hasty 
Senior Accountant 
rhasty@bartlettumc.org 

August 5– Next Step at Lynn’s house 

August 7– ASP Social 

August 8– Youth Luau at 2016 Abbey Ln. 

August 13-15- Bear Track 

August 22– Big Picture Night 

        

Fun Club Meeting 

Tuesday, August 17 

10am, LEC 

A speaker from Homecare by Wesley will be presenting.  If you are 

50+,  join us on August 17th! 



 

 

Joys and Concerns 

Operating Budget    Weekly Need: $27,643.00  Building Fund    Weekly Need: $5,623.00 

June 27-$10,791.00  July 18-$17,613.50  June 27-$2,776.00 July 18-$3,727.50  

July 4-$18,794.00  July 25-$19,192.50  July 4-$4,170.00    July 25-$5,386.00 

July 11-$16,368.50      July 11-$2,003.50 

June end of month-$10,201.68    June end of month-$720.00   

Sympathy is expressed to Connie Williams upon the death of her sister, Loretta Jean Keenan; to Virginia Eddlemon upon the 

death of her son and our church member, Keith Eddlemon; to Adrienne Cassady upon the death of her grandmother; to Paul 

Russenberger upon the death of his grandfather; to Alisa Rhodes upon the death of her father, Kermit Morgan; to the family of 

our church member, Evelyn Erwin, upon her death; to Pattie Woods upon the death of her husband and our church member,     

Ed Woods. 

Our Gifts 

 Pastor’s Bible Study Introduction  

The Ten Commandments suffer from familiarity. We know them so well, that we hardly know them at all. Some would say that the 

commandments are imposed by God to keep us from enjoying life—but, in reality, they’re the gift of a loving God intended to make 

life smoother, its journey less complicated, and its destination more known. The purpose of this study is to help us better understand 

these expectations of God, and how they shape our lives as we embrace and seek to abide by them.  

Syllabus  

1. August 11 – The First Commandment                                       

Exodus 20.3; Deuteronomy 5.7  

2. August 18 – The Second Commandment  

Exodus 20.4; Deuteronomy 5.8  

3. August 25 – The Third Commandment  

Exodus 20.7; Deuteronomy 5.11  

4. September 1 – The Fourth Commandment  

Exodus 20.8; Deuteronomy 5.12  

5. September 8 – The Fifth Commandment  

Exodus 20.12; Deuteronomy 5.16  

6. September 15 – The Sixth Commandment  

Exodus 20.13; Deuteronomy 5.17  

7. September 22 – The Seventh Commandment  

Exodus 20.14; Deuteronomy 5.18  

8. September 29 – The Eighth Commandment  

Exodus 20.15; Deuteronomy 5.19  

9. October 6 – The Ninth Commandment  

Exodus 20.16; Deuteronomy 5.20  

10. October 13 – The Tenth Commandment  

Exodus 20.17; Deuteronomy 5.21  

Join Pastor Jason at 10:30am in Fellowship Hall       

beginning Wednesday, August 11th! 



 

 

 
Perry Martini 
Director of Outreach Ministries 
pmartini@bartlettumc.org Aug. 12 Room in the Inn-Need 5-6 volunteers plus 1 until 10:30pm 

Aug. 24 Best Times Senior Expo-LEC 9-12:30pm 

Aug. 26 Room in the Inn-Need 5-6 volunteers plus 1 until 10:30pm 

Aug. 28          Holy Chow!-LEC 11:00am 

Volunteers needed! Contact Perry if you can help! 
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JT Forrester 
Director of Recreation 
jtforrester@bartlettumc.org 

Gallery News 

 We offer free art classes every Tuesday from 11-1pm. 

 The baby blanket team meets every 2nd and 4th Friday of the month from 10 to 11:30am. 

Yarn donations are always welcome or come join us to make baby blankets. The hospitals are always so happy 

to receive them. Contact Morris at 901-409-8705 if you have questions. All are welcome! 

As artist, disabled veterans, and crafters, we want to take a moment and thank you for welcoming and support-
ing our artist ministry.  Art is a wondrous healing gift from God. A medium whereby people with PTSD are 
able to express themselves in a positive and safe way. By providing this space called the “Mid-South Artist 
Gallery” you’ve made it possible for than 100 artists to bring their work before the public. You’ve given us the 
ability to meet and create baby blankets for area hospitals, to hold free art classes for veterans and the commu-
nity, and regain confidence in ourselves and those around us. 

 Please be sure to stop by to see the works of Picasso currently on exhibit   

Stretch Aerobics: 9am, Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, Rm. 201L 

Pickleball: 7pm, Tuesdays, LEC 

Freeplay Volleyball: 6:30pm, Wednesdays, LEC 

Zumba: 5:30pm, Thursdays, LEC ($3/class) 


