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     It’s been a while since I’ve have had any updates, since covid it’s been slow on any 

     improvement.  But, starting on October 4th the roof on the Sanctuary will be re-

placed, weather permitting. This should take about a week, hopefully. We’ll be re-

placing the roof on the flat part over Oaks hall and the porte-cochere roof also. 

Later this year or early next year we’ll be giving the Sanctuary a fresh coat of paint 

inside and all the exterior of the church. The chapel exterior will need some wood    

      replaced as well. We will have been in the Sanctuary 19 years this coming November. 

      It’s time for some TLC.  

             Have a blessed week! 

  

 Greetings, friends, in the name of the Lord who leads us! 

 I recently had a conversation with a friend, who happens to be Roman Catholic.  We 

 spoke about prayer, specifically about the use of a rosary—or prayer beads—for the    

enhancement of one’s prayer time.  I myself sometimes employ what’s called an Angli-

can rosary, which varies from its Catholic cousin in that there are fewer beads and 

more flexibility is offered in the prayers to be said. 

As we talked, however, he posed an interesting question.  He asked whether I take my rosary with me when I 

go places.  I answered that I don’t, primarily because it was a gift and I’d be terribly upset if anything hap-

pened to it.  To the contrary, my friend replied that he takes his everywhere: that, like American Express, he 

doesn’t leave home without it.  His explanation?  It’s a tangible reminder of his faith and of whose he is.  So he 

wants it with him at all times. 

And I can’t begrudge anyone such a token.  After all, so many of us wear crosses on our necklaces, sport reli-

gious slogans on t-shirts, and stick fish or other emblems on the rear of our vehicles.  It’s even a piece of the 

reason I so frequently wear a clergy collar.  Each of these is a reminder for us, and tells others what we believe 

as well. 

But as I considered my friend’s words, it made me wonder: Do we really take our faith with us wherever we 

go?  I’m not asking whether we always have a crucifix or our Bible or some other symbol with us.  What I want 

to know is: Regardless of where we are—the setting or the circumstance—have we confidence that we belong 

to God?  Do we know, all the time and everywhere, that we’re deeply and dearly loved by God?  And, most im-

portantly, is this trust consistently seen by others in the way our lives are lived? 

My hope is that, from the deepest places in our hearts, we might answer in the affirmative and seek to grow in 

this faith day by day. 

Peace, 

Pastor Jason 

Rev. Jason W. Jones 
Senior Pastor 
jjones@bartlettumc.org 

Eddie Lindsey 
Maintenance/Facility    
Supervisor 
elindsey@bartlettumc.org 



 

 

JT Forrester 
Director of Recreation 
jtforrester@bartlettumc.org 

              Can you believe it – It’S Fall Ya’ll!  It just seems like this year is going too quickly and 

with the months ahead it will only seem to roll faster with these upcoming months of  

holidays sneaking up.  So I was thinking – let’s slow it down shall we!  I remember one 

day I was taking Sam to Elmore Park – he must have been in the 6th grade and he had 

one thing on his mind – a new pair of Nike shoes (no surprise- if you know my son).  So 

the last thing he asked me was “Mom – do you think we can get shoes today?”  My re-

sponse was of course…. “we’ll see – I love you – have a great day at school”.   Well, the 

school day was done and I went to pick Sam up and he said as soon as he opened the 

door… “mom – so can we get the shoes?”   

What a lesson about slowing down.  My response to Sam that day was “Oh! I had a great day thank you for asking…and 

how was yours?”   He just looked at me. It made him stop his focus on what’s next to what’s now.  I knew that my shoe-

loving son had spent all day simply wondering if he was going to have new shoes by the end of the night.  I’m sure he 

had conversations with friends, learned in class, played at PE….but he just went through the motions – looking at the 

“shoes” as the picture of the day. 

All this was a great way to teach Sam that you need to slow down and be present.  Every day is a gift from God.  Shoes or 

no shoes – he has the opportunity to be present with his friends and present learning and playing.  Today is the day to 

celebrate and if a pair of shoes happens to happen – icing on the cake.  “Do not worry about what tomorrow for tomor-

row will worry about itself.” – the scriptures says in  Matthew 6:34.     If only we could truly live that!  Why does our 

mind start racing as to how many days before Thanksgiving and Christmas when we haven’t even lived today – in the 

moment.   

I guess like you – we have seen to closely how precious life is and how no day is guaranteed to us.   Why can’t we cele-

brate and appreciate THIS day! 

Take time for being present in all you do. 

Every morning I get to take Sam’s son to preschool – I tell him Today is a Great Day for a Great Day – and he says it 

back to me and I think– OH! THE JOY in my HEART! Makes me appreciate the day –being present. 

I pray that you don’t get roped into the holiday countdown – I pray you don’t get too focused you forget to give hugs, tell 

folks you love them and be kind. I pray you have a blessed day! THIS DAY!!! 

 P.S.  and of course….I got Sam the shoes… 

 

 

 

Lynn Thompson 
Director of Youth Ministries 
lthompson@bartlettumc.org 

Basketball is back at BUMC! For information and registration 

for this league for ages 6-17, please visit our website 

(www.bartlettumc.org) or contact JT Forrester at 335-6000. 



 

 

  Happy Fall Y’all! 

  Crisp air, falling leaves, a break 

from school, bon fires, s’mores, and 

kids in costumes are some of my favorite things and October is where I find 

them! I am so excited to have an amazing October and I hope you are as well. 

On September 24th we hosted a Kids With A Mission Night where we assem-

bled Food Pantry bags for our once a month Food Pantry. It was a wonderful evening and the kids enjoyed the 

fellowship and missional aspects of the evening. We look forward to another Mission Night in November. 

This year we are going to be having a modified Fall Festival entirely outdoors! On Sunday, October 31st from 

3-4:30pm, we will gather outside for music, some games, “Let’s Be Frank” food truck, Donna’s Kettle Corn 

and a Trunk or Treat. It will be a super fun time for all those who attend. Games will be set up outside in the 

grassy area and we will use the north parking lot for cars for the Trunk or Treat. We are looking for volunteers 

to help with games (they will be setup and just need to be monitored), to decorate car trunks, and to provide 

candy. We hope to have a successful community event and will need all those able to assist. Please let me 

know if you are able to assist in any way.  

I am so thankful to enter a new season with you all and can’t wait to see what it offers! 

In Christ, 

Shari  

  
Shari Russenberger 
Director of Children’s Ministries 

srussenberger@bartlettumc.org 

        

Fun Club Meeting 

Tuesday, October 19 

10am, Sanctuary  

Karen Strawhecker will be entertaining 

us with an organ recital! 

If you are 50+,  join us every              

third Tuesday ! 



 

 

           It is so good to be back in rehearsals with the children! I have missed them and 

          their energy!  We have had to adjust our schedule a bit.  The Kingdom Chorale 

Hymn Sing has to be postponed to the Spring.  It will happen, just not this fall. 

Adult Sunday School classes, please be thinking about your favorite hymns.  If 

your class didn’t respond yet to the hymn favorites request, I will ask again  

closer to our Hymn Sing time.   

The Children’s Music program is off to a running start. All three of our choirs will sing on World Commun-

ion Sunday, October 3rd.  It’s such a special day for Christians all over the world to celebrate our Lord     

together.  

After that, we will immediately start work on our Christmas program.  Auditions for 2nd – 5th graders will 

be the first week in October.  I will put a sign-up sheet outside the music suite for times to come and meet 

with me.  If the listed times don’t work for your schedules, please contact me.  We will find a time that 

works for both of us.  There will be singing and reading opportunities for the children.  They don’t need to 

prepare anything in advance.  I will have something for them to read, or sing when they arrive.  The chil-

dren are encouraged to try for both reading and singing, so I can place them where they are strongest.  We 

have always been able to give every child who wants one, a part.  Participation in the Christmas program is 

not limited to children’s choirs. Readings and nonspeaking parts may be done 

by children who are not in choir.   

If your child has not yet joined a children’s choir, it’s never too late.  Children 

can join at any time. I hope to see all of you in choir. 

 
Karen Strawhecker 
Assoc. Dir. of Music Ministries 
karens@bartlettumc.org 

Joys and Concerns 

Operating Budget    Weekly Need: $27,643.00     Building Fund    Weekly Need: $5,623.00 

August 29-$18,007      September 12-$13,440 August 29- $3,606      September 12-$2,866 

September 5-$17,540 September 19-$19,274 September 5-$3,655   September 19-$4,705 

Our Gifts 

Sympathy is expressed to Tim Pritchard upon the death of his father, Ernest Pritchard; to Bill Aquadro 

upon the death of his mother; to Paola High Crocker upon the death of her husband, Steve; to Emily Elliott 

upon the death of her husband, Denis; to Nancy Cook upon the death of her brother, Jim Nelson; to Curtis 

Wilson and Alison Orman upon the death of his grandson and her nephew, Jacob Wilson; to Phil        

Whittenberg upon the death of his brother, Steve; to the family of Robert Ervin upon his death; to the  

family of  Mary Anne Smith upon her death. 



 

 

 

Perry Martini 
Director of Outreach Ministries 
pmartini@bartlettumc.org 

Oct. 20 St. Johns Soup Kitchen—volunteers may be needed 

Oct. 28 Food Pantry—10-12pm  food donations welcomed! 

We will resume our meal delivery program in October. I will be looking at moving it to a weeknight as a din-

ner meal. It may not be on the same scale as before due to the fact that funding previously was from an out-

side source. More detail will be put out in weekly update and emails. 

Room in the Inn is still scheduled for November-March. We have not yet committed. If we go back to the 

Ozanam facility it will require many more volunteers. We will need 4 or 5 set-up people, 5 or 6 to serve, a 

shower monitor, 3 or 4 people to man the clothes closets and underwear rooms, 2 people to stay overnight, a 

cleanup crew in the morning, a laundry crew, and drivers to pick up people at 5:45pm and return them 

downtown at 6:30am the next day. We are also looking at the possibility of assisting the Collins Chapel site 

as we do now. 

The John Light Food Pantry will be operating the last Thursday of each month by the time you see this news-

letter. We still need food and monetary donations to our pantry as we foresee an increase to what we have 

been doing.   

We will be planning on delivering at least 100 Thanksgiving baskets again this year. Collection week will be 

November 7-14th. We do this early so that baskets can be delivered the week before Thanksgiving to schools 

that feed their families. 

Rachel Hasty 

Senior Accountant 

rhasty@bartlettumc.org 

The generosity of our church members never ceases to amaze me.  Last month a 
special offering was taken up to help the people of Waverly, TN who had experi-
enced devastating flooding in their area.  We collected over $8000 
to assemble “Cleaning Kits” to send to that area and to replenish 
those that were sent from UMCOR warehouses already.  The cost of 
each cleaning kit was estimated at $75 meaning we expected to 
make around 115 kits.  With some incredibly frugal spending and a 
lot of bulk purchases, not only were we able to assemble 120 clean-
ing kits, but we still had over $4000 to send directly to UMCOR so they can pur-
chase additional supplies to help the people of Waverly and those affected by 
recent hurricanes.  Well done and thank you, church! 
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Need a breather? A few moments to rest in God’s presence? Join us every 

Wednesday at noon in the Chapel for prayer and communion.  How can we 

pray for you today?  If you cannot attend, let the pastors know your joys and 

concerns and we will pray for and with you. 

Saturday, October 9 at 8:00am                           

Cook Fellowship Hall 

Join us for a light breakfast, fellowship, and   

speaker. Breakfast is $5 and first timers                 

eat for free! 

Please call the church office to reserve your spot.       

All men are invited!  Bring a friend! 

Tuesday, October 12 at 10:00am  

Cook Fellowship Hall 

All women are invited for a speaker and light lunch. 


